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Art. xxxvir. Chriftianity as taught in fcripture. Sermons 
preached at the Wednefday’s leé?ure at St. James’s church, 
and on public occafions at St. Mary’s, im Bury St. Edmond’s, 
By R. Kedington, D. D. reétor of Kedington, ix Suffolk. 
8vo. 2s. 6d. Beecroft. 


author endeavours to point out the great folly of the religion 

of the heathens, the infufficiency of human reafon in reli- 
gious enquiries, and the confequent neceflity of revelation; 
alfo to fhew. that the chriftian religion is fuch a revelation as we 
ftood in need of, and that the holy fcriptures are neither un- 
certain nor perplexing, but fufficiently plain and clear in all 
their main doétrines and neceflary points of faith, to all per- 
fons of a competent underftanding. 

The jecond fermon was preached before the corporation for 
the charitable relief of widows and orphans, in the archdea- 
conries of Suffolt and Sudbury. Some general arguments are 
offered in it, to enforce the practice of charity. The author 
fhews, that doing good is the fign of a large and generous 
mind; the moft picafant employment in the world; one of 
the weightieft and moft fubftantial duties of religion: that it 
carries its reward along with it, both here and hereafter; tends 
to improve our natures, and raife them to their higheft excel- 
lency and perfeétion. He concludes with fhewing, that cha- 
rity is more efpecially due to the houfhold of faith. 
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ie the firft of the five fermons contained in this book, the 
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The third is an honeft and fenfible difcourfe; it contains, 
firft, a fhort view of chriftianity in its pureft ages, before its 
eftablifhment by the fecular power; and, fecondly, a view of 
it from its eftablifhment under Con/fantine, down to the time of 
the reformation. 

In the fourth he fhews, what the defign of the church 
is in the inftitution of Lent, and in what manner it ought to 
be obferved. 

In the fifth, he gives a new interpretation of thefe words 
of St. Fames, Whofoever fhall keep the whole law, and yet offend 
in one point, is guilty of all, After refuting the common inter- 
pretation of thefe words, he endeavours to eftablifh an un- 
exceptionable one, drawn from the apoftle himfelf. <¢ It 
evidently appears,’ fays he, ‘ from the apoftle’s own words, 
that he is only {peaking of the duties we owe to our neighbour, 
and arifing from what he calls emphatically the royal law: 
and of this law, he declares, that whofoever fhall keep the 
whole law, and yet offend in one point, is guilty of all. That 
is, in every fuch inftance he wholly offends againft the law 
of charity, in not doing as he would be done by, and lov- 
ing his neighbour as himfelf. 

« And this interpretation, the three inftances he produces, 
all founded in offences only againft our neighbour, fufi- 
ciently evince and fupport, as the genuine and true fenfe of 
the words. 

* In the firft, he fays, if ye have re/pect of perfans, ye com- 
mit fin, and are convinced of the law as tranfgreffors :_ that is, 
if ye act with prejudice and partiality, you break the royal 
law wholly in every inftance of fuch corrupt proceeding, 
and do not love your neighbour as yourfelves, nor do to him 
as you would be done by. 

‘ Moreover, he goes on to inftance, in the great fin of mur- 
der particularly: 4e, argues the apoftle, that faid do not com- 
mit adultery, faid alfo do not kill: now if thou commit no adul- 
tery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a tranfgreffor of the law. 
That is, do not think thyfelf void of the breach of charity 
towards thy neighbour, becaufe thou offendeft him only in 
one point or inftance, and to excufe thyfelf by pleading thy 
innocence and clearnefs in others: no, remember the fame 
God who commands thee in feripture to love thy neighbour 
as thyfelf, and fo fulfil the law of charity, will not think ot 
account thee blamelefs, becaufe thou obeyeft the faid law in 
one or more inftances, if yet thou art guilty of the breach of 
it in any other ; but for every fuch offence will efteem thee 
a tranfgreffor of the law. casi 
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& And thus it evidently and eafily appears, from the nature 
s of the thing, as well as St. Fames’s own words in the in- 
«ftances he ufes, and which I have now confidered and ap- 
© plied to illuftrate the fenfe and meaning of them, that a 
‘ perfon who in any fingle inftance wilfully injures his neigh- 
aber does thereby wholly tranfgrefs the law of charity, in 
«not loving his neighbour as himfelf. 

‘ To draw a further argument in fupport of this interpre- 
€ tation from the apoftle’s own words, it is obfervable, that 
‘.thefe two expreffions, is guilty of all, and, is a tranfgreffor of 
¢ the law, are ufed by himfelf twice in the verfes foregoing 
¢ and fubfequent to the words of the text, as fynonimous and 
‘ equivalent expreffions ; and are, I think, decifive in the point, 
‘ and clearly and fully eftablifh the fenfe here contended for : 
‘ nor can any criticifm on the words in the original invalidate 
‘ what is here faid, fince we have St. ‘fames himfelf thus af- 
‘certaining the meaning of them, and wen by this 
‘means, any further enquiry unneceflary, and befide the pur- 
‘pofe: fo that evidently it appears, upon the whole, from his 
* own explication and fimilar ufe of thefe two phrafes, that he 
‘means, as I have all along infifted, that whoever offends his 
‘neighbour in one point or inftance of focial duty, by his 
‘ tran{greffion breaks and wholly violates the royal law, or 
“law of charity, in not doing as he would be done by, nor 
‘ loving his neighbour as himfelf.’ R 





Art. xxxvi11. 4 Chain of Philofophical Reafoning: Being 
an attempt to demonftrate the neceffary exiftence of a Supreme 
Being, both from nature and reafon. Wherein will be ex- 
plained, fome paffages, commonly miftaken, in Sir faac New- 
ton’s Principia Mathematica. Likewife a refutation of the 
Epicurean fy/tem of the formation of the univerfe. With re- 
marks upon matter and motion, and other phyfical fubjeéts. In 
a letter toa friend. 8vo. 2s, Baldwin. 


R. Alexander Campbell, the author of this performance, 
endeavours, in a chain of reafoning deduced from the 
knowledge of our own exiftence,’ to prove, that there is an 
eternal Being, fupreme in power, wifdom, and goodnefs, who 
is the creator of all things. In his preface he informs his rea- 
ders, that brevity and perfpicuity are the points he has chiefly 
laboured ; how far he has fucceeded in the Jaft of thefe, we 
Y 2 leave 
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leave our readers to de ermine, from the following fpecimen, 
Sp eakingo of the 7 rimty, 1e reafons thus 

‘ God, who is infinite, &c. mutt be to in all that he is in 
himfelf. Such a Being, fo trantcendently pure and active, 
© mult needs act eternally ; and that in the moft perfe& wa 

‘ and manner of acting and producing the moft perfec ef&G 
© by the eternal action. 

‘ 2d. God would not eternally act on any thing, but on 
¢ himéelf, for there was nothing elfe eternally to be the objet 
© to ation : fo God did eternally act on God. It behoved 
‘ that action to have an eterna! product, and of the higheft 
€ perfection, 7. ¢. of infinite perieCtion: the product was there- 
¢ fore eternal and infinite. So God, by an eternal aét, did 
¢ produce God; not made, (for that imports an extrinfic jub- 
€ ject, whereof any thing is made) but produced or beget. of 
¢ himfe If, God of Gor 1, 

¢ 3d. This eternal, infinite pr duction, infinitely perfeét, 
< could nut but be beloved by the producer eternally, and 
€ could not but Rocepitics lly love the producer eternally: fo 
‘ this love proceed ling from the producer and the produced, 
© from the eterna! father, and the eternal ion eternally, I muft 
© be allowed to call the eternal EFFLATION or SPIRIT, 

4th. Thus from reafon it is evident, fuch a production and 
reciprocal emanation may be; fo that there is a threefold re- 
lation, a double production and individual eflence, indivifible 
and y« t relative. And altho’ the judgment of men, nay, of 
angels, cannot perceive how this is; yet, reafon perceives, 
and the meafures of reafon prove, t! rat it IS. 

€ 5th. ‘Ibis action, according to human conception, did 
¢ produce a co-eternal idea of himfelf; this is the eternal fon, 
© loving ea beloved eternally ; there neither is, nor can be 
¢ any other eternal idea, becaufe there was no other whereof 
© there could be an idea; nor more tha one, becaufe there is 
c 
« 
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but one tndivifible whereof there could be an eternal idea. 
There could be but one of that one; for fince in that one 
there could be no divifibility nor variety, there could be but 
‘ one mutual complacence, or they would be one and the 
* fame, — yet not one and the fame, wich is abfurd.’ 
Our author prefents us with a fhorter view of his reafoning: 
It is as follow »- © 1tt, fays he, God is moit perfectly from 
© himfelf, or felf-fufficient. adly. The felf-tuficient prefents 
© himfclf by himfelf, to himfelf moft tully ; or he excites or 
ret s his own imag ze idea, conception of himfelf in him- 
Ii, which is himfelf, 3dly. Ty his felf-futhcient mutt have 
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« chief love, joy, and acquiefcence, refulting from this repre- 
‘ fentative ot himfelf to bimfelt.’ ' 

If any of our readers fhould think this reafoning very per= 
ficuous, and be detirous of a further acquaintance with Mr, 
Campbell’s perfpicuous reafonings, we muft refer them to the 


performance itfelf, R 





Art. xxx1x. Barbados, a poem. To Sir Thomas Robinfon. 
By Mr. Weekes. 4to. 2s. Dodiley. 


¥7E have here a ftriking inflance of the unhappy con- 
\ fequences of mitlaken talents, and abilities mifap- 
plied. Of ail attainments, that of ‘elf-knowledge is the moft 
ufeful, and, one would think, not the moit dificult to be ac- 
quired ; yet experience fhews, there are as few adepts in this as 
in any other fcience. And, it may be prefumed, that it is from 
this general deficiency, we are to account ior the great num- 
ber of crude and slitterate productions in the /terary world. 
Moft of theie illegitimate brats had probably never exifted, if 
their parcnts haa previoufly made but a moderate proficiency 
in the art of knowing themfelves; and what anxiety, what 
mortification, what impertinence, would this important ac- 
quifition prevent! How many perfons, of not defpicable 
natural parts, if properly and uiefully employed, micht 
have preferved the refpect of the world, as fentible and 
judicious people; who, by unluckily running their heads 
againft the prefs, are expofed to the cenfure and ridicule of 
even thofe who are their fuperiors in nothing but di/cretion: 
a kind of negative virtue, which, however, fiaii fecure to its 
unenterprifing — pofleflor the reputation that the follicitous 
fcribbler fhall lofe by his mifdirected induftry.—And yet the 
degrees of natural underftanding may be equal in both; or 
the latter have the advantage in genius and capacity.—Thus 
we often meet with fentiments in an ill-written book, that 
would have procured the author efteem and honour in a con- 
verfation, but which are thrown away in print, buried, and 
overlooked, among the defects of form and expreffion; as the 
weeds in a neglected garden f oner attract our notice, than 
the flowers tuat lie f{cattered among them: the owner will be 
cenfured for the foirner, and reccive no credit from the 
latter. 

In converfation we have little to fear from criticifm. There 
common fenfe alone will enable us to fuftain our parts, without 
3 3 €X- 
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expofing us to contempt; and many errors and bagatelles 
chance to pafs viva voce, without any ill confequence: levi. 
tics and miftakes may flow unregarded from the tongue ; but, 
tho’ they would never have been remembered againft the 
friend, or the companion, yet, in print, they will live, long 
enough, at leaft, to perpetuate the folly of the writer, 

Among thofe who thus, for want of being better acquainted 
with their own abilities, have loft themfelves in the purfuit 
of literary fame, is the author of Barbados, a poem; and we 
are forry to find him <r the number of thefe erratics; as 
he appears, if we may judge from what he writes of himfelf, 
to be a youth of a well-difpofed mind, his vanity in fancying 
“himfelf a favourite of the mufes excepted. A fpirit of piety 
towards his Creator, and of benevolence towards his fellow- 
creatures, breathes through a great many very ordinary verfes, 
the defeéts of which continually check the rifing applaufe of 
the reader; who, while he approves the fubftance, will be apt 
to turn the form into ridicule. Yet fometimes his verfifica- 
tion is paflable enough ; thus, when he invites 


To meditation fweet,. the ftudious mind, 
Delighted with the luxury of thinking! 


One might be tempted to accept the invitation, and takea 
walk with fo promifing a companion, in his thought-infpiring 
fhades; but, who would not be as ready to leave him to his 
own reveries, when he breaks into the following rhapfodical 
whine, courting Anowledge as his miftrefs, tho’ he elfewhere 
pays his adorations to a lady, whom he calls Sprinia, 


Thou Knowrepce! thou art ftill my ev’ry care! 
My foul’s beft comforter, and bofom friend ! 
For thee I pant and fearch, and toil and ve; 
Let me not pant, and foi/, and /ive in vain !— 


But left the piteous languor of the two laft lines fhould not 
be thought a fufficient tafte of our author’s /uxury of thinking, 
let us fee what the following mixture of devout rapture and 
theatrical execration will do. 


On ev’ry bough the birds harmonious chant, 

And all in one glad merry concert join, 

To hail the fun, and fing their maker’s praife. 
And am I mute? Shail [ refufe to join 

The grateful hymn? full of the praife of God 
Himfelf? Blaft firft my pow’rs! and when I ceafe 
To fing his praife, O may I ceafe to live! 


Through all this extravagance our readers will perceive the 
author’s well-meaning; and they will not diflike the man, 
tho’ 
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, ity the poet. We are particularly pleafed with his 
a oF ry the following reprehenfioh of the cruel tafk- 
mafters, fet over the negroes by our American planters: 


Clofe watch, ye Drivers *, your work-hating gang, 
And mark their labours with a careful eye ; 

But fpare your cruel and ungen’rous ftripes ! 

They fure are men, tho’ flaves, and colour’d black ; 
And what is colour in the eye of heav’n? 

’Tis impious to fuppofe a diff’rence made ; 

Like you they boaift found reafon, feeling fenfe, 
And virtues equally as great and good, 

If leffon’d rightly, and inftructed well. 

Spare then your tyranny, inhuman men! 

And deal that mercy you expect from heav'n. 


This (and fimilar paffages might be produced) will ferve to 
juftify our idea of Mr. cekes, as a good fort of man, He 
might too have paffed, in private life, as an ingenious man, 
had he confined his talents within the {phere of common con- 
verfation, and kept clear of the Cacoethes. However, we hope 
that no worfe confequence than his receiving a little mortifi- 
cation will follow his having expofed himfelf to public animad- 
verfion; andif, as Pope fays, 
He left no calling for this idle trade, 

he may yet make a u/eful member of fociety in other refpects, 
tho’ he fail as an Jnffruéor. 

That our readers may not think thefe refle&tions too harfh, 
we muft crave their further attention, while we produce ano- 
ther paflage or two from this poem, to fupport our cenfure, 
and give them a more adequate idea of the work. 

We fhall pafs over our author’s labour’d preface, which 
ferves only to convince us, that he is not more excellent in 
profe than in verfe.—His defign in this poem is to fing the 
os of Barbados, his native country. He very gravely fets 
out thus: 


Fir’d with the fenfe of filial gratitude, 
Much due refpeét, and reverential love, 
For that induffrious venerable Ist z, 
Which gave me birth, and rear’d me up to life, 
In verfe once more + I humbly deign to fing.— 
- Hail, native land, 
Bleft fpot, for ever hail !== 





* White fervants, whofe province it is to fee that the flaves do 
their work, 


+ The reader will find a {pecimen of a former work of Mr. 
Weekes, vid. Choice of a hufband, Review, vol. X. Pp: 302, 
Y4 But 
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But he foon falls into fuch a ftrain, as would almoft per~ 
fuade us he had forgot the defign he fet out with, and was 
now about to entertain us with a burlefque, or mock-panegyric, 

For pickles, fweetmeats, cordials, and preferves, 
The world refounds thy praife ; without thefe gifts, 
What figure would a Britif fide-board make? 

Again, 
Thy /cueetmeat’s fame let entertainments tell— 


Of thy fam'd drams, (Barbados waters ilil’d) 
Who has not heard? Let thofe who like, applaud. 
After celebrating thefe drams and cordials, the author, how, 
ever, condemns their ufe, and fays, 
I loath them all, and with they ne’er had been ;— 


The clear, pure, limpid ftream is all my drink, 
And ever was, and is, and fhall be ftill. 

The laft line puts us in mind of Pope’s ten low words, tho* 
it confifts but of nine. Our author has another of eight not in. 
ferior to it, v7z. 

For ever, and for ever, and for ever. 

His account of a turtle-feaft, and the manner of dreffinge the 
turtle in the //¢//-Indies, is equally worthy the dignity of he- 
roic verie. 

The cook is call’d ; from various mouths, earneft 
Which firft to fpeak, he learns their different tafles 5 
And their lat word is full, to dref it wel!— 

Their hungry ftomachs now demanding food, 
The cook is tcaz’d to death with frequent calls, 

And frequent oaths to hatte; unthinking men! 
When hunger rages, patience you have none, 
And yet will dare, your meat well drefs‘d, expect ! 

Our bard has the fame propenfity to this unconfcious, un- 
meant kind of drollery, even in his moft extatic addrefles to 
his miftrefs, whom he more than-once takes occafion to cele- 
brate in this work. His exception, or caution, fo mal-apropes 
exprefled in the laft line but one of the following paflage, 18 
merry enouga, 

Reader! fancy all you can!—of all 
Whate’er is fweet, or beautiful, or fair, 
And Sprinia will eclipfe the pi€tur’d form, 
And on the ftriftelt trial prave divine. 
Such thy perfeCtions are, thou pride of beanty, 
And thou foul of virtue! Thee when I ceafe 
To love, and praife, and honour, and adore, 
(Unlefs thou eer foould’ ft firfeit my regard) 
May grief, defpair, and guils mark all my days! 





“74 8 
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The foregoing citations are fufficient to fhew, that however 
our author may flatter himfelf, the mufes have manifefted no 
great inclination to rank him among the number of their fa- 
vourites; and that they paid little regard to his invocation, in 
the beginning of his poem. 

And you, celeftial maids, who ne’er difdain 
To lend your facred aid to grateful lays, 


Support my fong ; 9 common flrains I afk, 
But fuch as worthy of the fubject chofe. 6 











—_ 
—_- —S 


Art. xL. The Theological Works of the moft rev. Dr. John 
Potter, late lord archbifhop of Canterbury, containing his fer- 
mons, difcourfe of church-government, and divinity lectures, im 
three volumes. 8vo. Oxford, printed at the theatre, and fold 
by Meff: Rivington, in London, price 18s. 


HE eminent ftations in which the late primate was long 
fixed, may probably raife the expectations of many, with 
regard to thofe pieces which are now hift offered to the public. 
The editors obferve concerning them, that they need no other 
introduction, than to aflure the reader, they are the works 
of that great and excellent prelate whofe name they bear. 
They confift of three parts. The firft contains his fermons and 
charges; the fecond, his difcourfe of church-government, as 
printed before, only with fome few flight alterations: thefe, we 
are told, were prepared for the prefs by himfelf, and are printed 
by his exprefs order. ‘The third contains his divinity-leCtures, 
delivered at Oxford, when he was regius profeflor there: thefe 
are printed from his own manutcript, and with his permiffion, 
tho’ not prepared for the prefs by himfelf; andalltogether form 
a complete collection of the theological works of Archbifhop 
Potter. ‘The difcourfe on church government, which was de- 
figned as an anfwer to Tizdal’s rights of the chriftian church, 
and firft printed in 1707, is, in the judgment of the editors, a 
work fo well known, and hath been fo well received, that 
they think it unneceflary to fay any thing concerning it. 
The lectures, which are in Latin, they recommend as one 
continued treatife on the authority and in{piration of the fcrip- 
tures. As they decline to give any character of the author, 
they content themfelves with applauding his writings, as well 
calculated to promote the practice of piety and true religion : 
and admirably fuited to the occafions of thefe prefent times : 
as exhibiting a clear, full, and accurate ftate of the moft ufe- 
ful and important queftions, and furnifhing a fufficient anfwer 
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to moft of the objections and cavils which have of late years 
been ftarted againft the chriftian faith. _ 

Some may perhaps fuggeft, that the editors, who appear to 
have very ten attachments to our deceafed metropolitan, 
ought to have affixed their names to the prefent collec. 
tion of his works; that there might be no reafonable 
foundation to fufpect the authenticity of the new pieces, or 
to apprehend that the alterations made in the difcourfe on 
churcy-government, are not warranted by the author himfelf, 
We ate the rather difpofed to mention the propriety of fome 
meafure of this kind, having lately obferved the ill treatment 
a truly pious and venerable writer feems to have met with in 
this refpect. We mean the worthy Mr. ‘fobn Kettlewell, for. 
merly vicar of Coles-hill, in Warwickfbire. By comparing the 
firft edition of his A and Exhortation to — communi - 
cating, with that treatife as it appears in the collection of his 
works in two volumes folio, the critical reader may perceive, 
that more than one whole page is entirely caftrated, befides 
various fentences which are mutilated and curtailed. The 
paflages which the editors have rejected, evidently contradi& 
fome favourite fentiments which Dr. Hickes, Mr. Lefly, Dr. 
Brett, and other nonjurors have advanced upon the Lord’s 
fupper; and tho’ we cannot, at the diftance of almoft fo 
years, with certainty fay, who had the care of the folio edition, 
yet we think it not improper to obferve, that the life of Mr. 
Kettlewell prefixed to it, is declared to have been compiled 
from the colleétions of Dr. Hickes, and Robert Nelfon, efq; 

In the firft volume of Archbifhop Potter’s works, are four- 
teen fermons and eight charges. ‘The two laft of the fermons, 
being on public occafions, were printed foon after they were 
preached ; one before the houfe of lords, on the firft of Augu/t, 
1715; the other at the coronation of King George Il. and 
Queen Caroline, O&. 11. 1727. The fubjects of the other 
difcourfes we fhall briefly mention. The frf is defigned to 
fhew, wherein pleafing men is inconfiftent with the fervice of 
Chrift. And here our author obferves, that the expreffion of 
pleafing men, fhould be underftood of gratifying them in fome 
way wherein it is unlawful for them to be pleafed. And that 
this is done, when either our words and doétrines, or our 
actions, are fuited to the falfe apprehenfions, or vicious defires 
of men: tho’ he confefles, that the former of thefe feems 
principally defigned in the text, [Ga/. i. 10.] wherein the 
apoftle vindicates the fincerity of his preaching to the 
Galatians. In this difcourfe there is a paflage, which 
feems peculiarly defigned by way of advice to the governess 
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and tutors at Oxford, where our author was bifhop near twen- 
ty-two years. * With regard to our actions, we are faid to pleafe 
‘ men, when we comply with the cuftoms and manners of any 
¢ perverfe generation; when, to avoid the imputation of fingu- 
¢ Jarity, we run into the fame criminal excefles with others ; 
s and, to be fhort, when in hopes of their approbation, we com- 
¢ mit any fin, or omit any duty of what kind foever. ‘T’owhich 
¢ we mutt add, that the guilt of plea/ing men is contracted not 
¢ only by pofitive compliances, but by conniving at the faults of 
‘ others, whom it is our duty to reftrain: and to this place muft 
6 be referred all neglect of executing wholfome laws, and alf 
‘ loofenefs of difcipline in thofe who have authority over 
¢ others, out of a foolifh and vicious tendernefs of offending 
¢ them; whereby men are pleafed at the expence of their own 
¢ falvation; and they who thus criminally pleafe them, be- 
« come accountable for the ruin of all fuch as perifh through 
¢ their default. Neither is it always eafy to determine which 
¢ of thefe two is more fatal, to comply ourfelves, or by our 
* connivance to encourage others, in fin; it being evident, 
¢ that by this latter, and, perhaps, in fome men’s opinion, 
¢ more excufeable, fort of pleafing men, great numbers are 
often betrayed into deftruction, whom timely feverities 
would have reclaimed ; and, confequently, more difhonour 
is reflected on the laws of God, and more difflervice done 
to religion, than commonly follows from our pofitive con- 
¢ currence in any act of fin,’ 

In the fecond fermon, on Matth. xvi. 24. are many ufeful 
obfervations concerning felf-denial, and taking up the crofs; 
the proper meaning of which figurative language, is judicioufly 
explained. In confidering the queftion, in what fenfe we are 
obliged, in order to our becoming the difciples of Chrift, 
to deny our underfianding, there is very fuitable admonition 
given to fuch as may be difpofed to declaim againft the ufe 
of reafon in matters of religion, ‘—But muft we then diveft 
* ourfelves of reafon, before we can be chriftians, or is it 
* any offence againft religion to make ufe of our underftand- 
* ings? fo far is this from a true ftate of the cafe, that the 
* chief and beft ufe whereto our underftanding can be applied, 
* is the making it fubfervient to the ends of religion: that 
* the chriftian religion in particular is, in the apoftle’s phrafe, 
© a reafonable fervice; and that there never was, nor can be, 
‘in any one inftance, the leaft difagreement between the 
* dictates of true religion and right reafon.’ 

: Enquiry is made, in the third, what is intended by forfak- 
ing wicked thoughts; and fome proper advices are offered, for 


the 


“An 


















































ee 
. _ o — 





Te = 

















ee 



















332 The MONTHLY REVIEW, 


the fatisfation of fuch as may be perplexed with anxieties and 
fears, chiefly arifing from bodily infirmities ; but we appre- 
hend, the principal foundation of comfort alledged, exact! 
correfponds with the doétrine of fincerity, as pleaded for by 
Bifhop Headly, tho’ Bifhop Potter had animadverted with no 
little feverity on his brother prelate, on this account ; 
yet in this fermon he allows, ‘ that God is pleafed, 
< through the merits of Chrift, gracioufly to accept the ha- 
‘ bitual fincerity of our hearts, and will never condemn us 
© for thofe defeéts, which we could not poflibly remedy or 
¢ prevent.’ He alfo juftly cenfures the vain prefumption of 
fuch as attempt to unfold thofe deep fecrets of God’s nature 
and providence, which he has not thought fit to  difcover 
to us, either in the books of his creation, or thofe ‘of ho! 
fcripture. In which, as there is fo much folid and ufeful, fo 
much noble and excellent knowledge offered, it is, he fays, 
but impertinent curiofity to bewilder ourfelves in fruitlefs and 
endlefs {peculations. 

The full import of the apoftle’s declaration, our conver fation 
1s in heaven, our author attempts to give us in the fourth fer- 
mon. In reprefenting the advantages refulting, in the future 
world, from a heavenly converfation in this, he has the fol- 
lowing aflertion.—‘** ‘The clouds,” fays ne, ** which now 
¢ darken our underftanding, being then entirely difpelled, the 
© MOST IGNORANT of us fhall clearly comprehend thofe deep 
myfteries of religion and nature, in fruitlefs enquiries after 
which, the mott learned and quick-fighted in this world 
have unhappily wafted their lives.’—He hath juftly obferv- 
ed, that between the duties and privileges of our celeftial con- 
verfation, through the wiie and juft appointment of God, 
there is a connection fo clofe and indifpenfable, that whofoever 
neglects to perform the one, muft forever utterly defpair of 
obtaining any part of the other: the happinefs of the bliisful 
regions he defcribes in warm and animated language; © our 
happinefs,’ fays he, € will be as lafting as our nature’; 
and there endure to all eteinity. O! vaft, incompreheniibte 
eternity; how doit thou at once fill us with pleafure and 
amazement! How are we loft in this contemplation, 


that when millions and millions of agcs have been‘paft, m 


the full enjoyment of perfect happinefs, infinite millions 

fhall {till fucceed, and the laft period of our happinels be 

always as far diftant as at the beginning!’ 

In the fifth, our author propofes to coniider the peculiar ad- 

vantages of the gofpel-revelation of life and immortality ; not 

only in regard to the exiflence of fuch a ftate, and the natuse 
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and duration of the happinefs therein to be enjoyed; but alfo 
the means whereby that happinefs muft be obtained. Having 
obferved, that the Yews enjoyed a more clear and certain pro- 
fyect of a future life than the heathens, he aflerts, ¢ that 
¢ (Jod’s covenant with Abraham, in its obvious and literal 
‘ fenfe, extended ONLY to the land of Canaan, and tempo- 
‘ ral profperity there to be enjoyed; and that after this the 
‘ Fews were confidered by Mo/es as a political body of men; 
‘ that the law therefore was chiefly inforced with prefent re- 
‘ wards and punifhments; with health, long life, plenty, 
‘ peace and profperity, on the one hand; and with ficknefs, 
‘ untimely death, famine, war, captivity, and endlefs cala- 
‘ mities on the other; and that the happinefs and mifery of 
‘ the next life are not there fo much as ONCE exprefly men- 
‘ tioned.’ From hence one would be apt to conclude, that the 
Fewifh difpenfation was merely a political conftitution; and 
that. the facrifices and oblations appointed by the law, were only 
defigned to anfwer the purpofes of ftate policy, and exhibited and 
afcertained the remiffion of fins, confidered as political tranf- 
ercfions; that is, as they declared the fufpenfion, or removal of 
penalties and punifhments threatened by that civil eftablifhment, 
which was immediately fubjected to the dominion of God. His 
lordfhip alfo acknowledges, ‘ that the ews, having in Egypt 
‘ for feveral ages been accuftomed to grofs idolatry, were fo 
« much addicted to the falfe gods of the heathens, and the fu- 
 perititious methods of ferving thofe gods, that the religion, 
¢ which in compliance with their prejudices, God was pleafed 
‘ to prefcribe for them, confifted chiefly in the obfervation of 
¢ outward forms; which, tho’ accepted when performed in 
¢ obedience to his commands, had no affinity or refemblance 
* to that refined or {piritual worfhip, which is due to him who 
$ is a fpirit, and the father of all fpirits’ This ftrange con- 
ceifion, on which, we fear, fome unbelievers wil] triumph, we 
apprehend is erroneous; the primate, perhaps, did not reflect, 
tiat the adult J/raclites, who had lived in Egppt, were excluded 
the land of promife, and, for their unbelief, deftroyed in the 
wildernefs. 

‘he fixth, is on a fubjet of the utmoft importance, viz. 
the corms of acceptance with God ; and abounds with judicious 


2 ‘cellent obfervations. . Here we are told, that the re- 
v ‘ heaven being the free gift of God, muft be expected 
i way, and on thofe terms only, which he has been 
‘o appoint: he is mafter of his own favours, and 
nie them on what conditions he thinks fit: ‘ in vain 


do they worfbip me, {ays our Lord, of the pharifees; 
wae may be faid of all others, who place religion 
‘in 





eee 
; e ° * 





en : = : +46 
ee 


LB cece = 




























be 








334 The MONTHLY REVIEW, 


‘ in any thing wherein God hath not placed it, teaching fop 
© doétrines the commandments of men. So ree yar. as Op- 
© pofed to /eeking in this fente, implies a ftri ; obfervation of 
© the terms of falvation, as revealed by God himfelf, and not 
‘ as they have been devifed by men.’ He likewife takes no- 
tice, © that our holy religion hath freed us from the ceremo- 
© nial law, which, from the multitude of troublefome rites, 
the diftin&tion of meats, the obfervation of times and fea- 
fons, the GREAT PAYMENTS for tithes and offerings, and 
the long and frequent journies to Ferufalem therein pre- 
fcribed, is by St. Paul termed, a yoke of bondage [Gal.v. 1,] 
and by St. Peter, a yoke, which neither they, nor their fathers 
were able to bear, Aéts xv. £0.’ 
The teftimony of confcience, as affording juft grounds of 
rejoicing, is the fubject of the /eventh fermon; which, it is 
remarked by the learned prelate, only means the witnefs of 
our own minds, calling to remembrance, or reflecting on, our 
aft lives and behaviour. That what afforded the ground of 
Br. Paul’s rejoicing, was a perfuafion that he had faithfully 
difcharged the weighty truft committed to him; and that the 
fame foundation of joy belongs to every one whofe confcience 
bears witnefs, that he hath religioufly, and to the beft of his 
power, performed the feveral duties, to which his refpeétive 
Capacity and ftation in the world oblige him. And that as 
the beft ground of joy any chriftian can have, is, that he lives 
in the favour, and under the bleffing of God; fo the moft 
certain, and, indeed, only ordinary means to be aflured of this, 
is, the witnefs of our con{icience, that, without any wilful devia- 
tion, we have kept his commandments. 

The ezghth contains fome judicious and ufeful obfervations 
upon the duty of contentment, and fuggefts proper direétions 
for attaining this {tate of mind; particularly exhorting us to 
confider our fituation and circumftances in life, as allotted us 
by Divine Providence, regulated by wifdom and equity, and 
calculated to qualify us for eternal happinefs. 

In the ninth difcourfe it is propofed to furnifh a fatisfactory 
anf{wer to this enquiry, whence it comes to pafs, that fo many 
pray to God without any vifible fuccefs? In anfwer to this, in 
general, our author coniiders the principal conditions requi- 
lite, in order to the acceptance of our prayers ; or what qua- 
lifications fhould recommend the perfons who pray, and the 
fubjects of their addrefles ; and alfo in what manner their de- 
votions fhould be conducted. Piety towards God, faith in his 
promifes, and charity towards our brethren, he recommends 
as eflential qualities in the perfons who defire acceptance in 
their prayers: that the fubjeét matter of our requefts be = 
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ful, and fuch as God hath allowed us to expect from him ; 
always connetting our diligent endeavours with our ardent 
devotions; and that the chief requifites, as to the manner, 
are reverence, fervency, and perfeverance. 

The religious fear of God, and the fervile fear of men, are 
confidered in the tenth. From the religious fear of God we 
are juftly directed to exclude that fullen and flavifh dread, that 
defpairing and fuperftitious horror, which reprefents him as 
vindictive and tyrannical, delighting in the mifery of his crea- 
tures, and armed with power only for their deftruction ; and 
to cultivate fuch a reverential awe, or filial fear, as that where- 
by dutiful and affectionate children are difpofed, throughout 
their whole behaviour, to oblige, honour, and obey their kind 
and indulgent parents.—He fhews, that, in the fcriptural fenfe, 
to fear God, is to live agreeable to the precepts of religion. 

The nature of love to God, and the chief fruits and effects of 
it, are explained and inculcated in the eleventh. ‘The duty of 
loving God is defcribed as implying, that we think of God 
with delight and complacency, and talk of God and religion 
with frequency and alacrity ; and embrace the opportunity we 
have for divine fervice and worfhip, with fatisfaction and joy. 
The genuine fruits of this facred affection are fet forth, as in- 
cluding a conftant endeavour to obey the laws of God, to 
promote the belief and practice of true religion in others, to 
fupprefs all forts of impiety and vice, and to endure with pa- 
tience and readinefs whatever afflictions and fufferings may 
happen to us in the caufe of religion. Hence he concludes, 
that in love to God is contained that fovereign principle, in 
which all the duties of religion are implied, and without which 
No piety or virtue, how perfect foever in all other refpects, will 
find acceptance. 

The twelfth is defigned to caution us againft building our 
hopes of attaining the happinefs of heaven upon any preca- 
rious and delufive foundations. He enumerates, and juftly 
explodes, the falfe grounds on which too many are difpoi- 
ed to rely; and obferves, that the religion of Chrift is chiefly 
practical, abundantly more intended for the regulation of our 
lives, than for the informatien of our underftandings; and 
that in God’s account, the difobedient and prefumptuous 
chriftian is far lefs excufeable than any of thofe to whom the 
gofpel was never revealed. The conduct of the fuperftitious 
and hypocritical profeffor, he hath, with an agreeable propriety 
of fentiment and language, defcribed and cenfured. ‘* One 

without ceafing frequents the public offices of the church, 
; he hears with attention, and prays with fervency. Another 

ftritly obferves all the ftated and folemn times of abfti- 
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nence: fo feverely juft is a third, that he pays tithes of 
mint, anife, and cummin; not however exceeding the rightés 
oufnefs of the pharifees, who, the more fuccefsfully to devour 
the widew and fatherlefs, and to cover their other aéts of 
impiety and immorality, made long and frequent prayers, 
and faited twice every week, in many other refpects rigidly 
paying and exacting obedience, not to the ftrict letter alone 
of the Mofaical law, but to the numberlefs traditions of 
their elders.’ 

In the charges to his clergy, which immediately follow the 
fermons, he addrefles to them fuch admonitions and advicés as 
he apprehended moft fuitable to the particular juncture of pub- 
lic affairs, whether political or ecclefiaftical. In the firft, 
delivered at his primary vifitation, which was not long after 
the happy fuppreflion of the ¢ moft horrid and unnatural 
© rebellion’ of 1715, he complains of the great degene- 
racy and corruption in the nation, ¢ a great depravation of 
moral as well as religious principles, and, in too many, of 
the moft fhameful contempt of all things facred, even of 
all thofe moft folemn oaths and obligations, which in all 
ages and countries have been held inviolable.’ He fpeaks 
with a proper contempt and abhorrence of popery, and dif- 
affe€tion to the excellent prince then on the throne; exhorts 
his clergy to promote union and concord, and urges feveral 
ufeful confiderations relating to their moral and religious con- 
duct; one thing he tells them, which, in hisopinion, ‘ought to 
be moft frequently recommended, and moft earneftly prefied 
on men’s confciences, is the daily exercife of religious du- 
ties in private families: which, fhould it once generally ob- 
tain, as without all difpute it ought every where to do, 
would foon of itfelf, and without any other affiftance, ex~- 
cept the divine blefling, put a ftop to that deluge of pro- 
fanenefs and irreligion which hath broken in upon us.’ 
He obferves to them, that ‘ befide their general obligation, 
© both as chriftians and as clergymen, they are farther re- 
quired by one of the rubrics prefixed before our excellerit 
liturgy, to fay daily the morning and evening prayer, either 
prevately or openly, and therefore cannot be fuppofed un- 
mindful of their duty in this refpect; but if by the pious 
labours and example of the clergy, this practice was once 
generally introduced into other families, the happy fruits 
of it would {oon appear, by the manifeft increafe of reli- 
gion and good manners in all parts of the nation.’ 

In moft of his charges, the good bifhop, however, delivers 
himfelf rather in a loofe and declamatory, than a judicious, 
connected, and folid manner; and blends fome eenerous and 
free 
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free conceffions with weak fentiments and low phrafes, in- 
dicating rather too flaming a zeal for fome favourite opi- 
sions. He frequently points his artillery againft fome emi- 
nent perfons of the church of England, particularly Bifhop 
Heady, and Dr. Samuel Clarke and his friends. His brother 
relate he condefcends to treat with too little regard to delicacy 
of fentiment, or decency of language. Dr. Sykes feems like- 
wife the obje€t of his refentment ; yet, to that learned wri- 
ter’s judicious and complete ‘¢ vindication of the innocency of 
“ error,” againft the bifhop’s mifreprefentations, he never 
though fit to reply. ‘Tho’ we have carefully reviewed this 
debate, we do not prefume to interpofe our judgment upon an 
affair which hath been fo long before the public; by whom 
the decifion hath been already and fully made. But we can- 
not allow ourfelves wholly to overlook the groundlefs feve- 
rity of his cenfures on that fcheme of the Trinity, which 
he warmly oppofes ; not duly recolleéting how fully his ani- 
madverfions recoil upon his own practice. ‘ To have differ- 
‘ent objects of worfhip, or to worfhip any object but Gods 
‘is idolatry in the language of fcripture, where the rule is, 
‘thou fhalt worfhip the Lord thyGod, and him only fhalt thou 
‘ ferve;? which words not only appropriate the worfhip and 
fervice fpoken of to the perfon of the father, whom alone 
Chrift himfelf worfhipped ; but likewife explode the bifhop’s 
own practice in worfhip, who called upon the /on of David, 
and the amb of God, to hear him: and we prefume the bi- 
fhép would not plead, that either the fon of David, or the 
lamb of God, was perfonally and individually the fupreme 
God; or that the fupreme father was confcious of the frailties 
and infirmities of mortality, and was perfonally and indivi- 
dually the fon of David, or the lamb of God; or that the 
gory of the one felf-exiftent, independent, and unbegotten 
od and Father of all, and that of the derived and begotten 
fon, was numerically or fpecifically the fame, without any dif- 
ferenceor inequality. Efpecially asin one place he intimates, that 
the only begotten of the eternal father was not effentially pof- 
fefled of original and infinite majefty, but for ever sits at the 
right hand thereof. Elfewhere, he fuggefts, that the Bangorian 
principles, relating to jincerity, &c. had prepared the way for 
licentious fcepticiim, and did certainly end in downright infi- 
delity. But he in other places declares, ‘ that there muft 
‘ fomewhere be a very great fault, when ANY ONE of the 
* meaneft believers is excluded from communion, who defires 
* to embrace it on the terms which Ged hath prefcribed— 
Vor. XI. Zz © and 
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and that as_the chriftian religion hath been completely pub. 
lifhed to the world by our blefled Lord and his apoftles, 
NO ADDITION can be made to it without a new revelation. 
here then is no room for invention, &¥c.’ ‘ 
In his fixth charge he feems to attack and expofe the fol] 
of the methodifts, who appear to have more zeal than reafon or 
prudence ; as reafoning themfelves out of the ufe of their rea. 
fon, and gradually finking into enthufiafm and fupertftition, 
We decline to animadvert on fome errors in his pieces, jn 
chronology and hiftory; but we cannot take leave of the arch. 
bifhop without noting, that his remark, that before the birth of 
Facob and Efau, God loved the former and hated the latter, 
can neither confift with the affertions of the prophet, Mal. i, 
2—4. nor the reafonings of the apoftle, Rom. ix. 13, in both 
which places thefe patriarchs are not confidered perfonally, but 
politically, as the fathers of families, and the founders of nations, 
The third volume contains four and twenty ledtures in 
Latin, delivered in the public fchools, where he  refided as 
regius profeflor of divinity, about thirty years; the principal 
fubjeds of them relate to the defence of revelation againft un- 
believers ; in which the truth, infpiration, excellency, and ufe- 
fulnefs of revealed religion in general, and chriftianity in par- 
ticular, are diftinétly reprefented: to which are added, two 
orations; one at the public commencement at Oxford, Fuly 13, 
1713; the other to the convocation of the province of Canr 
terbury, Dec. 10, 1741. $ 
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ART. xi. Sixteen Sermons formerly printed, now colleéted into 
one volume. Of the evils falfely imputed to chriftianity, in two 
fermons.—On the queen’s acceffion day—Of “hajetion to the 
higher powers.—The unhappinefs of abfolute monarchy.—st. 
Paul’s behaviour to the civil magifirate.—Of the extremes of 
implictt faith and infidelity, in four fermons.—The delufion of 
proteftants.—The refioration made a bleffing.—The nature and 
duty of a public [pirit—The nature of the kingdom of Chrifl. 
—At the funeral of Mrs. Howland.—On Jan. 30, before the 
houfe of lords. To which are added, Six fermons upon puble 
occafions, never before printed. The nature and duty of mode- 
ration.—Of God’s dealings with finful nations. —The duty of 
praying for governors.—Of the government of God’s provident. 
—TLhe mifchief of inteftine quarrels.—The confideration of our 
latter end. By Benjamin lord bifhop of Winchefter. 8v0. 
5s. Knapton. 
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HIS able and worthy prelate’s character, as a writer, is 
above any praifes we can beftow : we {hall content our- 
felves, therefore, with obferving only, in general, that there are 
few writings in the Engh/b language, wherein there is greater 
plainnefs and perfpicuity, greater energy and ftrength of rea- 
foning, or a more free and mafterly manner, than in mott 
of his Jordfhip’s. As to thofe fermons that were formerly 
inted,. we need fay nothing ; the public is fufficiently ac- 
quainted with them... The fix additional ones are plain, prac- 
tical difcourfes, without, any. affectation of elegance, in re- 
gard to the language, or refinement in point of reafoning. 
The fhort account his lordfhip has, in his preface, given of 
all the fermons in this coHeétion, may not be unacceptable to 
our readers; it is as follows, 
‘ The two firf? of them were preached at St. Swithin’s 
§ church, in the year 1702, where I then officiated for Mr. 
¢ Hodges; the worthy rector of that parifh, during his abjence 
$ at fea, as.chqplain-general of the fleet. They were occafioned 
‘ by the great fury in party matters, which then raged: and 
‘ were honeftly defigned to fhew, that the uiolences of chri/tians 
‘ ought not to be charged upon the chriffian religiqn itfelf. 
¢ The third fermon was preached at the church of St. Peter’s 
‘ Poor, on the acceffion-day of Queen Anne to the throne, 
© March 8. 1704-5, when I thought it my duty to take that 
firft opportunity, after my coming thither, of declaring 
againft the abufes of that day. ‘The printing of it was en- 
tirely owing to the earneft requeft of fome of the chief pa- 
rifhioners, who heard it. When it appeared, I was much 
abujed in a pamphlet, for what they thought fo well of, by 
a then neighbouring clergyman, to whom I gave no anfwer, 
but by a private letter to a friend of his. 
© The fourth is, that fermon about magiffrates and fubjeds, 
‘ preached at St. Lawrence’s, on Sept. 29, 1705, which was 
‘followed by a long controverfy upon the fubjec&t of it. I 
* was called to it by the accidental mention of me, by a friend, 
§ to Sir Owen Buckingham, then ford mayor, with whom I had 
* not myfelf the leaft acquaintance. The reader has heard, 
* if not read, enough of this long age. I fhall fay no more 
‘ of itm this place, than that, from the date of this fermen, 
* near fifty years ago, a torrent of angry zeal began to pou 
* out itielf upon me ; which, tho’ for the prefent, indeed, very 
* difagreeable, yet opened a way to fuch eap/ications of the 
* dotirine of it, and reafonings about it, as have produced 
* what, at the end, makes me not to repent of having 
* preached it, 
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‘ The fifth was preached at the affizes, in March 1767-9. 
at Hertford, at the a 8 of the high-fheri > Sir Richard 
Houblon. ‘The fubjects of it, the bappine/s of the prefens 
eftablifhment, and the unhappine/s of abfalute monarchy, were 
poirited out to me, too ftrongly to be neglected, x in pe 

. fly, 


‘ lic writings of that time; particularly thofe of 


then much celebrated by many. 

¢ The /ixth was preached at the famie place, at the fummer 
affizes in 1708, at the requeft of the fame gentleman, ‘The 
fubject is St. Paul’s behaviour to the crvil magiftrate : which 
was chofen by me, on account of many pa/ffages, relating to 
that apo/tle, in the political autrdocoes in thofe days very 
warmly handled, and therefore not unfeafonable. 

© The four next fermons, about the duty of enguiry, and 
the extremes of implicit faith and infidelity, were preached at 
my pari/h church, in the year 1712, on occafion of the many 
writings publifhed about that time, which feemed, on one 
hand, to attack the chriftian religion itfelf; and, on the 
other, to difcourage a free examination of it. 

© The eleventh, called The prefent delufion of many, &c. was 
preached at St. Peter’s Poor, Nov. 5, 1715, and was occa- 
fioned by the rebellion then on foot, and the unaccountable 
conduct of many proteffants with relation to it, which fuffi- 
ciently juftified the title given to the fermon, when it was, 
at the defire of many, immediately printed. 

‘ The twelfth was preached on May 29, 1716, at St. 
Fames’s chapel, at the requeft of the then Jord almoner, to 
whofe care the fermon of that day belongs. All that I thall 
fay of it is, that the fubject of it, wiz. the reftoration made 
a bleffing by the proteftant fucceffion, which had then juft 
taken place, muft be allowed to be as pertinent to the day 
as any that could poffibly have been thought of. 

* The thirteenth was preached to the fociety of the gentle- 


men of Vales, March 1,1716. The /ubject of it, the na- 


ture and duty of a public fpirit, I thought particularly of im- 
portance at that time; and I can truly fay, was chofeg 
without the leaft thought of reflecting on any one man, of 
fet of men, more than another ; but entirely with a view to 
the duty of all equally, to have a facred regard to the good 
of the whole, and to facrifice all their paffions to that. 

© The fourteenth is the ferman concerning the nature of the 
kingdom of Chrift, which is known too well, by the many 
public debates occafioned by it, to need any word about it 
here. At whofe requeft it was commanded ta be ag pen: 
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¢ [know not. But I know, that it was not, either direétly, 
¢ or indirectly, from any defire of mine. 

¢ The fifteenth was preached at the funeral of an excellent 
¢ lady, Mrs. Howland, and defigned, as all fuch difcourfes 
¢ ought to be, for the ufe and fervice of all chriffians, But 
¢ here I cannot but think it a due, in point of gratitude, to 
é her memory, publicly to acknowledge this fingular obliga- 
‘tion to her, that, in the year 1710, when al) feemed to 
‘ be let loofe, and to diftinguifh me particularly, fhe herfelf, 
¢ ynfiked, unapplied to, without my having ever feen her, or 
é been feen by her, chofe, by prefenting me to the reéfory of 
‘ Stretham, then juft vacant, to fhew in her own exprefhion, 
¢ that fhe was neither afhamed nor afraid, to give me that public 
¢ mark of her regard, at that critical time, 

‘ The fixteenth was preached on the anniverfary faft-day, 
¢ on account of the martyrdom of King Charles I. and pub- 
‘ jifhed by order of the houfe of lords. It was not calculated 
‘to provoke, but to appeafe, the paffions of men; and, as 
‘ far as publicly appeared, it was received without any marks 
© of much difpleafure againtt it. 

‘ Of the fx additional fermons, never before publifhed, I 
‘need fay no more, than that the two firft were preached at 
‘St, Swithin’s, and the other four at St. Peter’s Poor, upon 
‘days appointed for public fa/?s or thank/givings: and that 
‘ they are chiefly upon the /ubjeé?s of univerfal amendment of 
‘ our lives, good temper, union, love, and mutual charity, at 
‘home. All as pradétical and ufeful, as I could make them; 
¢ and equally applicable to all men and chri/fians in the nation. 

‘ If any fhall judge, from fome difcourfes in this volume, 
‘that I ufed to entertain my parifhioners, in my /unday di/- 
© courfes, with political or controverfial points, they will be as 
© much mi/faken, as many others were heretofore difappointed, 
‘ who came to hear me with the fame notion. The /ermons 
‘ on the terms of acceptance, printed long ago, may beft fhew 
* in how plain, and how praéiical a manner, | endeavoured to 
¢ inftruét thofe in whom I was moft nearly concerned. 

‘ The only inferences in my own-favour, which I wifh to 
‘be drawn from what is now publifhed, are, that I never 
‘ omitted any one public opportunity, in proper time and 
* place, of defending and ftrengthening the true and only 
* foundation of all our civil and religious liberties, when it was 
* every day moft zealoufly attacked; and of doing all in my 
* power, that all the /ubjeé?s of this government, and this reyal 
« family, fhould underftand and approve of thofe principles, 
* upon which alone their happinefs is fixed; and without which 
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¢ it could never have been rightfully eftablifhed, and. muft tp 
¢ time fall to the ground: and alfo, that I was as ready, 
‘ whenever occafion was offered, by the writings and attacks 
© of unbelievers, and by the abfurd reprefentations of others, to 
¢ defend a religion, moft amiable in all its precepts, and moft 
¢ beneficial to human fociety, in the only way proper ; by fhew-. 
¢ ing it in its native light, with which It fhines in the ney 
‘ teflament itfelf, free from all the fa//e paint with which fome, 
¢ or the undeferved dirt, with which others, have covered it,’ 


R. 


———_— 





Arr. xiu1. Letters from a gentleman in the north of Scotland, 
to his friend inLondon. Containing the defcription of a capi- 
tal town * in that northern country: with an account of [ame 
uncommon cufioms of the inhabitants; likewife an account of 
the Highlands, with the cuftoms and manners of the Highlan- 
ders. Yo which 1s added, a letter relating to the military ways 
among the mountains, begun in the year 1726. The whole in- 
ter/perfed with faéts and circumflances entirely new to the gene- 
rality of ihe people of England, and little known in the fauthern 
parts of Scotland. K8vo. 2 vols. ros. Birt. 


HQ’ no very high entertainment can be expected from 

any account that can be given of the Highlands of Scot- 
land, and tho’ there is but little of method and erudition in this 
defcription of them, yet the perufal of thefe letters has been ac- 
companied with fome degree of pleafure. They abound with 
a variety of little ftories and incidents, which, tho’ they may 
feem Jow and trifling, give the reader a juft idea of the un- 
cultivated inhabitants of the northern part of our ifland, lead 
him naturally to many ufeful reflections, and may teach him 
to fet a juft value upon the many fuperior privileges and ad- 
vantages which we, in the fouthern part of this happy ifland, 
enjoy. 

The letter-writer appears to be a perfon of a natural turn 
for obfervation, and truly difpofed to give a fair and impartial 
reprefentation of things. ‘There is an air of honefty through 
the whole of his work; he writes like a gentleman, and 
when he makes reflections, they are generally juft and per- 
tinent. One caution, however, feems neceflary to.be given 
the reader, in the perufal of thefe letters: he muft not ima- 
gine that the manners of the High/anders are at prefent alto- 
gether fuch as the letter-writer reprefents them; for they have 
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yndergone a very confiderable alteration, and, we are credibly 
informed, for the better, fince the time of his writing, which 
was between twenty and thirty years ago. That fpirit of in- 
duftry which begins to take place among them, together with 
4 more free and liberal education, will foon, it is to be hoped, 
polifh their manners, take off the ruft of barbarity, floth, and 
ignorance, and convert the uncouth favage into an induftrious 
and ufeful member of fociety. 

Ass in general, we judge of things by comparifon, and are 
always partial to ourfelves, moft of our readers will, no doubt, 
be led, from the account given of the Highlanders in thefe 
letters, to draw conclufions highly in their own favour: they 
ought, however, to confider, how many abfurd and ridiculous 
sghecia there are among ourfelves, which, if fairly reprefent- 
ed, would give a polite and fenfible ftranger no very favourable 
opinion of us. 

We now proceed to give fuch extracts from thefe letters as, 
we imagine, will afford moft entertainment to our readers. In 
the firft volume we have chiefly an account of the manners 
and cuftoms of the inhabitants of Jnverne/s, and the adjacent 
country. The letter-writer gives a very particular defcription 
of the town of Jnverne/s, and from what he fays of the poverty 
of its inhabitants, we are naturally led to reflect upon the 
melancholy confequences of the want of manufactories and fo- 
reign trade, efpecially ‘with refpect to the common people, 
whom it affects even to the want of the neceflaries of lite. 

‘ Here,’ fays he, ‘ is a melancholy appearance of objects 
‘ in the ftreets. In one part the-poor women, maid-fervants, 
© and children, in the coldeft weather, in the dirt or in fnow, 
‘ either walking or ftanding to talk with one another, with- 
* out ftockings or fhoes. In another place, you fee a man 
‘ dragging along a hz.f-ftarved horie, little bigger than an afs, 
‘ in a cart about the fize of a wheel-barrow. One part of 
‘ his plaid is wrapt round his body, and the reft is thrown 
© over his left fhoulder; and every now and then he turns 
‘ himielf about, either to adjuft his mantle, when blown off 
‘ by the wind, or fallen by his ftooping; or to thump the 
* poor little horfe with a great ftick. The load in his cart, if 
© compact, might be carried under his arm, but he muft not 
* bear any burden himfelf, tho’ his wife has, perhaps, at the 
* fame time, a greater load on her loins than he has in his 
‘cart: I fay, on her loins, for the women carry fifh, and 
* other heavy burthens, in the fame manner as the Scets ped~ 
* lars carry their packs in England.’ 
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Notwithftanding the exceffive poverty of the Highlanders 
in general, they are remarkable for their pride, efpecially their 
pride of family; a quality which muft appear extremely ridj. 
culous ina piper, or a paultry ale-houfe keeper. 

‘ I was once furprized,’ fays our letter-writer, * to fee a 
neighbouring lord difmount from his horfe, take an ale. 
houle keeper in his arms, kifs him, and make him as many 
compliments as if he had been a brother peer. I could not 
help afking his lordfhip the meaning of that great familiarity, 
and he told me, that my landlord was of as good a family 
as any in Scotland, but that the /aird, his father, had a great 
many children, and but little to give them. By the way, 
in the Lowlands, where there are fome few figns at public 
houfes, I have feen written upon feveral, Mr. Alexander, or 
Mr. “ames fuch a one; this is a token that the man of the 
houfe is a gentleman, either by birth, or that he has taken 
his mafter of arts degree at the univerfity. 

‘ I fhall give you one more inftance of this kind of genti- 
lity. Atatown called Nairne, not far from hence, an offi- 
cer, who hoped to get a recruit or two, fent for a piper to 
play about the town before the ferjeant, as more agreeable 
to the people than a drum. After fome time our landlord 
came to us, and, for an introduétion, told us the piper was 
a very good gentleman, thinking, I fuppofe, that otherwife 
we fhould not fhew him due refpect, according to his rank: 
he then went out, and returning with him, he introduced | 
our mufician to us, who entered the room like a Spaniard, 
with a grave air, and ftately fteps; at firft he feemed to ex- 
pect we fhould treat him according to the cuftom of the 
country, by afking him to fit and take a glafs with us; but 
we were not well enough bred for that, and let him ftand, 
with a difappointed countenance, to hear what was to be 
his employment. This we partly did, as knowing we had 
in referve a better way of making our court. 

‘ In the evening, when he returned with the ferjeant, our 
landlord made him a kind of fpeech before us, telling him 
(for he came two miles) that we had fent to him rather than 
any other, having heard how excellent he was in his way, 
and at the fame time ftole inta his hand the two hhillings 
that were ordered him, with as much caution as if he had 
been bribing at an election, or feeing an attorney-general 
before company. 

‘ It was now quite another countenance ; and being pleafed 
with his reward, which was great in this country, being 
no leis than one pound four fhillings, he expreffed his om 
© titudg 
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© titude by playing a voluntary on his pipe for more than half 
‘ ay Sart is he flrided backward and forward, without fade 
‘ of the houfe, under our window.’ : 

In regard to the fervants among the Highlanders, our letter- 
writer's account is as follows: ‘ I know,’ faysshe, ¢ little re- 
‘ markable of the men, only that they are generally great 
¢ lovers of ale; but my poor maids, if I may judge of others 
¢ by what paffes in my own quarters, have not had the beft 
$ of chances, when their lots fell to be born in this country. 
‘ It is true, they have not a great deal of houfhold-work to 
¢ do, but when that little is done, they are kept to iplnnings 
‘ by which fome of their miftrefles are chiefly maintained. 
¢ Sometimes there are two or three of them in a houfe, of 
‘no greater number of rooms, at the wages of three half 
‘ crowns a year each, a peck of oatmeal for a week's diet, 
‘ and happy fhe that can get the fkimming of a pot to mix 
with her oatmeal, for better commons. To this allowance 
is added a pair of fhoes or two, for /undays, when they f° 
to kirk. ‘Thefe are fuch as are kept at board wages. In 
larger families, I fuppofe, their ftanding wages is not much 
more, becaufe they make no better appearance than the 
others. But if any of them happens, by the encouragement 
of fome Engli/h family, or one more reafonable than ordi- 
nary among the natives, to get cloaths fomething better than 
the reft, it is ten to one but envy excites them to tell her 
to her face, She muft have been a heure, or fhe could ne’er 
ha’ getten fic bonny geer. 
‘ All thefe pat lie in the kitchen, a very improper 
¢ place one would think, for a lodging, efpecially of fuch 
§ who have not wherewithal to keep themfelves clean. The 
© do feveral forts of work with their feet. When they al 
© aroom, which the Engli/h lodgers require to be fometimes 
‘ done, they do it with their feet. Firft, they fpread a wet 
‘ cloth upon part of the floor, then, with their coats tucked 
‘ up, they ftand upon the cloth, and fhuffle it backward and 
* forward with their feet; then they go to another part, and 
€ do the fame, till they have gone all over the room. After 
© this ry wath the cloth, fpread it again, and draw it along 
€ in all places by turns, till the whole work is finifhed. This 
‘ laft operation draws away all the remaining foul water. I 
have feen this likewife done at my lodgings, within a quar- 
* ter of a mile of Edinburgh. 

* When I firft faw it, cobiiad a mop to be made, and the 
¢ girls to be fhewn the ufe of it; but, as it is faid of the Spa- 
* mards, there was no perfuading them to change their old 
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method. I have feen women by the river-fide wafhing par- 
{nips, turnips, and herbs, in tubs with their feet. “An Eng. 
lifh \ieutenant-colonel told me, that about a mile from the 
town, he faw, at fome little diftance, a wench turning and 
twifting herfelf about, as fhe ftood in a little tub; and as 
he could perceive, being om horfeback, that there was no 
watcr in it, he rid up clofe to her, and found fhe was grind. 
ing off the beards and hufks of barley, with her naked feet : 
which barley, fhe faid, was to make broth withal: and, 
fince that, upon enquiry, I have been told it is a common 
thing. 
© They hardly ever wear fhoes, but on a funday; and then 
being unufed to them, when they go to church, they walk 
very aukwardly; or, as we fay, like a cat fhod with wal- 
nut fhells. Ihave feen fome of them come out of doors, 
early in a morning, with their legs covered up to the calf 
with dried dirt, the remains of what they contraéted in the 
{treets the day before; in fhort, a ftranger might think there 
was but little occafion for ftrict laws againft low fornication, 
When they go abroad, they wear a blanket over their heads, 
as the poor women do, fomething like the pictures you may 
have feen of fome barefooted crder among the Romi priefts, 
And the fame blanket that ferves them for a mantle by day, 
is made a part of their bedding at night, which is generally 
fpread upon the floor: this, I think, they call a fhake- 
dowu.— 
¢ Let thofe who deride the dirtinefs and idlenefs of thefe 
poor creatures, which my countrymen are too apt to do, 
confider what inclination they can have to recommend them- 
felves; what emulation can there proceed from mere de- 
fpair? Cleanlinefs is too expenfive for their fmall wages ; 
and what inducement can they have, in fuch a ftation, to be 
diligent and obliging to thofe who ufe them more like ne- 
groes than natives of Britain? Befides, it is not any thing 
in nature that renders them more idle and uncleanly than 
others, as fome would inconfiderately fuggeft, becaufe many 
of them, when they happen to be tranfplanted into a richer 
foil, grow as good fervants as any whatever; and this I have 
known by experience. 
‘ It is a happinefs to infancy, efpecially here, that it cannot 
reflect and make comparifons of its condition; otherwife, 
how miferable would be the children of the poor that one 
fees continually in the ftreets! Their wretched food makes 
them look pot-bellied; they are feldom wafhed, and many 
of them have their hair clipped, all but a Jock that hangs 
4 ¢ down 
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¢ down over the forehead, like the reprefentation of old Time 
‘ in a picture; the boys have nothing but a coarfe kind of 
« yeft, buttoned down the back, as if they were idiots, and 
« that their coats were fo made, to prevent their often ftrip- 
‘ ping themfelves quite naked. 
‘ The girls have a piece of a blanket wrapped about their 

‘ fhoulders, and are bare-headed like the boys, and both with- 
¢ out ftockings or fhoes in the hardeft of feafons. But\what 
¢ feems to me the worft of all is, that they are over-run with 
¢ the itch, which continues upon them from year to year, 
‘ without any care taken to free them from that Joathfome 
‘ diftemper. Nor indeed is it poffible to keep them long 
‘ from it, except all could agree, it is fo univerfal among 
‘them. And as the children of people in better circumftances 
‘ are not nice in the choice of their companions and play-fel- 
¢ lows, they are moft of them likewife infected with this dif- 
‘ eafe, infomuch, that upon entering a room where there 
¢ was a pretty boy or girl, that I fhould have been pleafed to 
« have carefled and played with (befides the compliment of it 
© to the father and mother) it has been a great difappointment 
* to me to difcover, it could not be done with faiety to my- 
© felf. And tho’ the children of the upper clafles wear fhoes 
¢ and ftockings in winter time, yet nothing is more common 
© than to fee them bare-footed in the fummer. 

‘ I have often been a witnefs, that when the father or 
the mother of the leffer children has ordered their ftockings 
and fhoes to be put on, as foon as ever they had an oppor- 
tunity they pulled them off ; which, I fuppofe, was done to 
fet their feet at liberty.— 

* ‘The working tradefmen, for the moft part, are indolent; 
and no wonder, fince they have fo little incitement to in- 
duftry, or profitable employment, to encourage them to it. 
If a bolt for a door be wanted, the dweller often fupplies it 
with one of wood, and fo of many other things, infomuch, 
that the poor {mith is fometimes hardly enabled to main- 
tain himfelf in oatmeal. The neatnefs of a carpenter’s work 
is little regarded; if it will juft anfwer the occafion, and 
come very cheap, it isenough, I fhall not trouble you with 
further inftances. But to fhew you what they might be, if 
they had encouragement, I fhall mention a paflage that 
* related to myfelf. I fent one day for a wright {they have no 
© fuch diftinétion as joiner) to make me an engine to chop 
* ftraw withal for my horfes, and told him. it mutt be neatly 
* made, and I would pay him accordingly; otherwife, when 
* it was done, it would be his own. ‘The young man, in- 
© ftead 
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ftead of being difcouraged by the danger of lofing his time 
and materials, was overjoyed at the conditions, and told 
me at the fame time, that he fhould be quite undone, if he 
was long about work which he did for his countrymen, for 
in that cafe they would not pay him for his time.” In fine, 
he made me the machine, which was more like the work 
of one of our cabinet-makers in London, than that of ar 
Invernefs carpenter: and he brought it home in as little 
time as I could reafonably expect. 

¢ Here I may obferve, that when a young fellow finds he 
has a genius for his trade or bufinefs, and has any thing of 
fpirit, he generally lays hold of the firft occafion to go to 
England, or fome other country, where he hopes for better 
encouragement. Hence, I take it, arofe a kind of proverb, 
that there never came a fool out of Scotland. Some, per- 
haps, would be giving this a different interpretation; but 
what I mean is, that the clevereft, and moft {prightly among 
them leave the narrow way of their own country: and from 
this may come, for ought I know, another faying, that they 
feldom defire to return home.— : 

© The fifhermen would not be mentioned, but for their 
remarkable lazinefs; for they might find a fale for much 
more fea-fifh than they do, but fo long as any money re- 
mains of the laft marketing, and till they are driven out b 
the laft neceffity, they will not meddle with the falt-water. 
At Jow ebb, when their boats lie off at a confiderable dif- 
tance from the fhore, for want of depth of water, the wo- 
men tuck up their garments to an indecent height, and wade 
to the veflels, where they receive their loads of fifh for the 
market ; and when the whole cargo is brought to land, they 
take the fifhermen upon their backs, and bring them on 
fhore in the fame manner, 

¢ The lodgings of the ordinary people are indeed moft mi- 
ferable ones, and even thofe of fome who make a tolerable 
appearance in the itreets, are not much better. Going 
along with fome company, toward one of the out-parts of 
the town (Jnverne/s) I was fhewn the apartment of a young 
woman, who looks pretty fmart, when abroad, and affects 
to adorn her face with a good many patches, but is of no 
ill-fame. ‘The door of the houfe, or rather hutt, being 
open, and nobody within, I was prevailed with to enter, 
and obferve fo great a curiofity. Her bed was in one corner 
of the room upon the ground, made up with ftraw, and 
even that in {mall quantity, and upon it lay a couple of 
blankets, which were her covering, and that of two = 
¢ dren 
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¢ dren that lay with her ; in the oppofite corner was juft fucls 
« another bed, for two young fellows, who lay in the fame 
‘ room.’ 

As our letter-writer purfues no regular order or method, 
we felect fuch parts of his work as we think beft adapted to 

ive our readers a tolerable notion of the manners of the High- 

nders, and fhall pafs over entirely what he fays in relation to 
their cookery ; fince it will be no difficult matter to imagine, 
of what kind it is, after the account that has been given of 
the poor condition of their female fervants. Our author tells 
us, that he went one day, together with fome other Engh 
gentlemen, to dine, by invitation, with an eminent chief, not 
many miles from IJnverne/s: his account of the manner ig 
which he was received and entertained is as follows. 

‘« When we approached his caffle (which was a houfe 
“ fcarce fit for one of our farmers of fifty pounds a year) our 
© chief, with feveral attendants, came a little way to meet usz 
‘ gave us a welcome,’ and conducted us into a parlour pretty 
‘ well furnifhed. After fome time, we had notice given us 
* that dinner was ready in another room; where we were no 
« fooner fat down to table, but a band of mufic ftruck up ia 
‘ a little place out of fight, and continued playing all the time 
* of dinner. Thefe concealed muficians he would have had 
‘us think were his conftant domeftics; but I faw one of 
* them fome time after dinner, by mere chance, whereby I 
* knew they were brought from this town, to regale us with 
‘ more magnificence, 
‘ Our entertainment confifted of a great number of difhes, 
at a long table, all brought in under covers, but almoft cold. 
—What the greateft part of them were, I could not tell, 
nor did [ enquire, for they were difguifed after the French 
manner; but there was placed next to me a difh, which I 
guefled to be boiled beet; I fay, that was my conjecture, for 
it was covered all over with ftewed cabbage, like a fmo- 
thered rabbit, and over all, a deluge of bad butter. When 
[had removed fome of the incumbrance, helped myfelf, and 
tafted, I found the pot it was boiled in had given it too high 
a gout for my palate, which is always inclined to plain eat- 
ing. I then defired one of the company to help me to fome 
roafted mutton, which was, indeed, delicious, and there- 
* fore ferved very well for my fhare of all this inelegant and 
* oftentatious plenty. 

* We had very good wine, but did not drink much of it; 
* but one thing I fhould have told you was intolerable, viz. 
* the number of Highlanders that attended at table, whofe feet 
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and foul linnen, or woollen, Ido not know which, were 
more than a match for the odour of the dithes. The con- 
verfation was greatly engrofled by the chief, before, at, and 
after dinner ; but’ I do not recollect any thing was faid that 
is worth repeating.—I make little doubt, but after our noble 
hoft had gratified his oftentation and vanity, he curted us in 
his heart for the expence; and that his family muft ftarve 
for a month, to retrieve the profufion: for this is according 
to his known character.’ , 
In Inverne/s, we are told, there are two churches, one for 
the Englifh, the other for the Jri/h tongue. To thefe churches 
there are three minifters, each of them, at one hundred. pounds 
ayear. The Scotti/h clergy, our letter-writer obferves, except 
fome rare examples to the contrary, lead regular and unblame- 
able Jives ; the fubjects of their fermons are, for the moft part, 
grace, free-will, predeftination, and other topics, hardly ever 
to be determined. : 
‘ They might,’ fays he, § as well talk Alebrew to the com- 
mon people, and I think to any body elfe, But, thou alt 
do no manner of work, they urge with very great fuccefs. The 
text relating to Cz/ar’s tribute is feldom explained, even in 
places where a great part of the inhabitants live by the con- 
trary of that example. In England, you know, the mini- 
{ter, if the people were found to be negligent of their cloaths 
when they come to church, would recommend decency and 
cleanlinefs, as 2 mark of refpeét due to the place of worthip; 
and indeed, humanly fpeaking, it is fo to one another. -But 
on the contrary, if a woman in fome parts of Scotland, 
fhould appear at kirk drefled, tho’ not better than at an om 
dinary vilit, fhe would be in danger of a rebuke from the 
pulpit, and of being told fhe ought to purify her foul, and 
not employ part of the fabbath in decking out her body; 
and I mult needs fay, that moit of the females ia both parts 
of the kingdom, follow, in that particular, the inftructions 
of their fpuritual guides religioufly. 
¢ The miniter here in Scetiand would have the ladies come 
‘ to kirk in their plaids, which hide any loofe drefs, and their 
¢ faces too, if they will be perfuaded, in order to prevent the 
‘ wandering thoughts of young fellows, and perhaps fome 
old ones too: for the minifter looks upon a well-drefied 
young woman to be an object unfit to be feen in the tune of 
divine fervjce, efpecially if fhe be handfome.—Their prayers 
are often more like narrations to the almighty, than petitions 
for what they want; and the /ough, as it is called, the whine, 
is unmanly, and much beneath the dignity of their aie 
ave 
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« [ have heard of one minifter,’ fo great a proficient in this 
< fough, and his notes fo remarkably flat and productive of 
< horror, that a mafter of mufic fet them to his fiddle: and the 
‘ wag ufed to fay, that in the moft jovial company, after he 
¢ had played his, tune but once over, there was no more mirth 
« among them, all the reft of that evening, than if they were 
¢ juft come out of the cave of Trephonius. ‘Their preaching 
< ‘extempore expofes them to the danger of exhibiting undi-~ 
¢ gefted thoughts, and miftakes, as indeed it might do to any 
‘ others, who make long harangues without fome previous 
¢ ftudy and reflection. But that fome of them make little 
‘ preparation, I am apt to conclude, from their immethodical 
* ramblings. I fhall mention one miftake: I may call it an 
‘ abfurdity. “The minifter was explaining to his congregation 
‘ the great benefits arifing from the fabbath. He told them it 
_ © was a means. of frequently renewing their covenant, c.— 
¢ And likewife it was a worldly good; as a day of reft for 
themfelves, their fervants, and cattle. “Then he recounted 
to them the different days obferved in other religions ; as the 
feventh day by the ‘Jews, Sc. But, fays he, behold the par- 


+ 
6 
© ticular wifdom of our inftitution, in ordaining it to be kept 
« 
‘ 


a“ 


on the fir/?: for if it were on any other day, it would make 
a broken week. 

‘ The cant is only approved of by the ignorant (poor or 
rich) into whom it inftils a kind of enthufiafm, in moving 
their paffions by fudden ftarts of various founds. ‘They have 
made of it a kind of art, not eafy to attain. But people of 
better underftanding make a jeft of this drollery, andfeem 
to be highly pleafed when they meet with its contrary. The 
latter is manifeft to me by their judgment of a fermon preach- 
ed at Kdinburgh, by a Scots minifter, one Mr. Wifhart. Se- 
veral of us went to hear him, and you would not have been 
better pleafed in any church in England. ‘There was a great 
number of confiderable people, and never was there a more 
general approbation than there was among.them, at going 
from the kirk. This gentleman, as I was afterwards in- 
formed, has jet before him Archbifhop Tiilot/on for his mo- 
del; and, indeed, I could difcover feveral of that prelate’s 
thoughts in the fermon.—: | 
* Not to trouble you with any more particulars of their od- 
dities from the pulpit, I fhall only fay, that fince I have been 
in this country, I haye heard fo many (and of fo many) that 
* I really think there is nothing fet down in the book called 
© Scots prefbyterian eloquence, but what, at leaft, is probable: 
* but the young minifters are introducing a manner more ele- 
* gant 
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gant and reafonable, which irritates the old ftagers againf? 
them, and therefore they begin to preach at one another, 

* If you happen to be in company with one or more of 
them, and wine, ale, or even a dram is called for, you muft 
not drink till a long grace be faid over it, unlefs you could 
be contented to be thought irreligious and unmannerly, 
Some time after my coming to this country, I had occafioxi 
to ride a little way with two minifters of the kirk, and ag 
we were pafling by the door of a change, one of them (the 
weather being cold) propofed adram. As the alehoufe- 
keeper held it in his hand, I could not conceive the reafon 
of their bowing to each other, as pleading by figns to be 
excufed, without fpeaking one word. I could not think 
they were contending who fhould drink laft, and myfelf, 4 
ftranger, out of the queftion ; but in the end the glafs was 
forced upon me, and I found the compliment was, which 
of them fhould give the preference to the other of fayin 
grace over the brandy. For my part I thought they did not 
well confider to whom they were about to make their ad- 
drefs, when they were ufing all this ceremony one to ano- 
ther in his prefence. And (to ufe their own way of argu- 
ment) concluded they would not have done it in the prefence 
at St. ‘fames’s. 

‘ They feem to me to have but little knowledge of men, 
being reftrained from all free converfation, even in coffee- 
houfes, by the fear of fcandal, which may be attended with 
the lofs of their livelihood; and they are exceedingly ftri& 
and fevere upon one another in every thing which, accord- 
ing to their way of judging, might give offence. Not long 
ago, one of them, as I am told, was fufpended for having 
a fhoulder of mutton roafted on a /unday morning ; another 
for powdering his peruke on that day. Six or feven years ago, 
a minifter, (if my information be right) was fufpended by 
one of the prefbyteries. “The occafion was this : 

* He was to preach at a kirk fome little way within the 
Highlands, and fet out on the Saturday; but, in his journey, 
the rains had fwelled the rivers to fuch a degree, that a ford 
which lay in his way was become impaflable. ‘This obliged 
him to take up his lodging for that night at a little hut near 
the river, and getting up early next morning, he found the 
waters juft enough abated for him to venture a paflage, 
which he did with a good deal of hazard, and came to the 
kirk in good time, where he found the people affembled, 
and waiting his arrival. This riding on horfeback of a 


Sunday was deemed a great fcandal. It is true, that — 
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t this affair was brought by appeal before the gencral aflembly 


< in Edinburgh, his fufpenfton was removed, but not without 
‘ agood many debates on the fubject. 

‘© Tho’ fome things of this kind are carried too far, yet I 
‘ cannot but be of opinion, that thefe reftraints on the con- 
‘ du&t of the minifters, which produce fo great regularity 
‘ among them, contribute much to the re/pect they meet with 
‘ from the people ;_ for altho’ they have not the advantage of 
‘ any outward appearance, by drefs, to firike the imagination, 
‘ or to diftinguifh them from other men, who happcn to wear 
‘ black, or dark grey, yet they are, I think I may fay, ten 
‘ times more reverenced than our minifters in England. 

‘ Their feverity, likewife, to the people, for matters of 
€ little confequence, or even for works of neceffitv, is fome- 
‘ times extraordinary. A poor man, who lodged in a little 
houfe, where (as I have faid) one family may often hear 
what is faid in another; this man was complained of to the 
minifter of the parifh, by his next neighbour, that he had 
talked too freely to his cw wife, and threatred her with 
fuch ufage, as we may reafonably fuppofe fhe would eafily 
forgive. In conclufion, the man was fentenced to do pe- 
nance for giving /candal to his neighbours: a pretty fubject 
for a congregation to ruminate upon !— 
¢ One of our more northern minifters, whofe parifh lies 
along the coaft between Spey and Findorn, made fome fifher- 
‘ men do penance for fabbath-breaking, in going out to fea, 
‘ tho’ purely with endeavour to fave a veffel in diftrefs by a 
‘ftorm. But behold how inconfiftent with this pious zeal 
was his practice in a cafe relating to his own profit. When- 
ever the director of a certain E£ngli/h undertaking in this 
country fell fhort of filver, wherewith to pay a great number 
of workmen, and he was therefore obliged to give gold on pay- 
* day to be divided among feveral of them, then this careful guar- 
‘ dian of the fabbath exacted of the poor men a fhilling for 
‘ the change of every guinea, taking that exorbitant advan- 
* tage of their neceffity. 

‘In bufinefs, or ordinary converfation, they are, for the 
moft part, complaifant, and, I may fay, fupple, when you 
* talk with them fingly; at leaft I have found them fo; but, 
‘ when collected in a body at a prefbytery, or fynod, they 
* aflume a vaft authority, and make the poor finner tremble. 
 Conftantly attending ordinances, as they phrafe it, is a 
means with them of foftening vices into mere frailties; but 
a perion who neglects the kirk, will find but little quarter. 
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‘ Some time ago two officers of the army had tranfgreffed 


with two fifters at Stirling: one of thefe gentlemen feldom 
failed of going to kirk, the other never was there. The 
affair came to a hearing before a prefbytery, and the refult 


was, that the girl who had the child by the kirk-goer was 


an impudent baggage, and deferved to be whipped out of 
the town, for feducing an honeft man; and that he who 


never went to kirk, was an abandoned wretch for debauch. 
ing her fifter.’ : 
This may fuffice for an idea of the Highland parfons; we 


alerd fhall now lay before sem fome of the cuftoms ufual at bury- 
gun ve P ings in this country. re 


¢ When people,’ fays our letter-writer, * of fome circum. 
ftance are to be buried, the neareft. relation fends printed 
letters, figned by himfelf ; and fometimes, but rarely, the 
invitation has been general, and made by beat of drum. The 
friends of the deceaied ufually meet at the houfe of mourn- 
ing the day before the funeral, where they fit a good while, 
like quakers at a filent meeting, in dumb fhew of forrow; 
but, in time, the bottle is introduced, and the ceremony 
quite reverfed, It is efteemed very flighting, and {carcely 
ever to be forgiven, not to attend after invitation, if you 
are in health: the only means to efcape refentment, is to 
fend a letter, in anfwer, with fome reafonable excufe. 

‘ The company, which is always numerous, meets inthe 
ftreet, at the door of the deceafed; and when a proper 
number of them are aflembled, fome of thofe among them 
who are of higheit rank, or moft efteemed, and ftrangers, 
are the firft invited to walk into a room, where there ufually 
are feveral pyramids of plumb-cakes, {weet-meats, and feve- 
ral difhes, with pipes and tobacco; the laft is according to 
an old cuftom, for it is very rare to fee any body fmoke in 
Scotland. ‘The neareft relations and friends of the perfon to 
be interred attend, and, like waiters, ferve you with wine 
for about a quarter of an hour, and no {coner have you 
accepted of one glafs, but another is at your elbow, and fo 
atiird, &%c. There is no excufe to be made for not drink- 
ing; for then it will be faid, you have obliged my brother, 
or my coufin fuch a one, pray, Sir, what have I done tobe 
refu‘ed ? Woaen the ufual time is expired, this detachment 
goes out, and another fuccceds, and when they all have had 
their sour, they accompany the corps to the grave, which 
they generally do about noon, 

¢ ‘The minifter, who is always invited, performs no kind 
of funeral fervice for thpfe of any rank whatever, but mott 
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¢ commonly is one of the laft\ghat leaves the place of burial. 
* When the company are about td return, a part of them are 
‘ {elected to go back to the houfe; where all forrow feems to 
‘ be immediately banifhed, and wine is filled about as faft as 
‘ itcan go round, till there is hardly a fober perfon among 
‘them. And, by the way, I have been often told, that fome 
‘ have kept their friends drinking upon this occafion for more 
¢ days together than I can venture to mention. In the con- 
‘ clufion, fome of the fweetmeats are put into your hat, or 
‘ thruft into your pocket, which enables you to make a great 
‘ compliment to the women of your acquaintance. 

‘ This laft homage they cal! the drudgy, but I fuppofe they 
‘ mean the dirge, that is, a ferviceyperformed for a dead per- 
* fon fome time after his death; or this may be inftead of a 
‘ lamentation, fung at the funeral; but I am fure it has no 
‘ fadnefs attending it, except it be for an aching head the 
‘ next morning. ‘The day following, every one that has 
‘ black puts it on, and wears it for fome time afterwards ; 
‘and if the deceafed was any thing confiderable, tho’ the 
‘ mourner’s relation to him was never fo remote, it ferves to 
* footh the vanity of fome, by inciting the queftion, For whom 
‘do you mourn? My coufin the laird of {uch a place, or my 
‘ lord fuch a one, is the anfwer to the queftion begged by the 
¢ forrowfvl drefs. I have feen the doors and gates blacked 
‘ over, in token of mourning.’ 

Our letter-writer, in one of his epiftles, gives us a fhort 
fketch of what he had obferved in the converfation of an Eng- 
dif fox-hunter, and that of a Highland laird, fuppofing nei- 
ther of them to have had a liberal and polite education, or to 
have been far out of their own counties. 

‘ The firft of thefe characters,’ fays he, © is, I own, too 
‘ trite to be given you, but this by way cf compa:ifon. The 
‘ {quire is proud of his eftate, and affluence of fortune, loud 
* and pofitive over his Od?cher, impatient of contradiction, or 
* rather will give no opportunity for it; but whoops and hol- 
‘lows at every interval of his own talk, as if the company 
* were to fupply the ablence of his hounds. The particular 
* chara¢ters of the pack,. the various occurrences in a chace, 
S whée Fowler is the eternal hero, make the conftant topic 
$ of his difcourfe, tho’ perhaps none others are intcrefted in it. 
* And his favourites the trencher-hounds, if they pleafe, may 
* lie undifturbed upon chairs and counter-pan s of filk; and 
* upon the leaft cry, tho’ not hurt, his pity is excited more 
* for them, than if one of his children had troke a limb, and 
Aa 2 * to 
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to that pity his anger fucceeds, to the terror of the whole 
family. 

¢ The laird is national, vain of the number of his followers, 
and his abfolute command over them. In cafe of contra. 
diétion, he is loud and imperious, and even dangerous, be- 
ing always attended by thofe who are bound to {upport his 
arbitrary fentiments. The great antiquity of his family, 
and the heroic actions of his anceftors, in their conquetts 
upon enemy clans, ts the inexhauftible theme of his con- 
verfation ; and, being accuftomed to dominion, he imagines 
himfelf, in his u/ky, to be a fovereign prince. 

‘ Thus, one of them places his vanity in his fortune, and 
his pleaiure in his hounds. ‘The other’s pride is in his line- 
age, and his delight is command, both arbitrary in their 
way; and this the excefs of liquor difcovers in both, So 
that what little difference there is between them, feems to 
arife from the accident of their birth ; and if the exchange of 
countries had been made in their infancy, I make no doubt 
but each might have had the other’s place, as they ftand fe 
parately defcribed in this letter. 

¢ On the contrary, in like manner, as we have many coun- 
try gentlemen, merely fuch, of great humanity and agree- 
able, if not general, converfation; fo in the Highlands I 
have met with fome lairds, who furprized me with their 
good fenfe and polite behaviour, being fo far removed from 
the more civilized part of the world, and confidering the 
wildnefs of the country, which one would think was fuff- 
cient of itfelf,to give a favage turn to a mind the mot 
humane.’ 


But left we fhould be charged with having tranfgrefled too 


_ far upon the patience of our readers, by detaining them with 


a long account of a people fo rough and unpolifhed in their 
manners, we fhall here conclude with acquainting them, 
that the gentleman who wrote thefe letters lived a confider- 
able time among the Highlanders, and feems to have been at 
no final] pains to inform himfelf very particularly concerning 
their cuftoms and manners; fo that what he advances, as far 


as appears to us, is worthy of credit, 


R. 
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Art. xiii. The Life of Pope Sixtus V. continued from page 
287, and concluded. 


N the laft Review we laid before our readers an account of 

fome of the meafures our pontiff purfued, to eradicate the 
reigning diforders, as well as to regulate the future police of 
the ecclefiaftical ftate: among which ought not to be omitted 
his ¢ abolition of guarters and other immunities, in the houfes 
¢ of ambafladors, cardinals, nobles, or prelates.’ ‘To this pur- 
pofe, he fent for all the ambafladors then at Rome, and or- 
dered them to acquaint their refpective matters, ‘* that he was 
© determined nobody fhould reign in Rome but himéeif ; that 
“ there fhould be no privilege or immunity of any kind there, 
“ but what belonged to the Pope, nor any fanctuary or afy- 
“ lum, but the churches, and that only at fuch times, and 
“© upon fuch occafions as he fhould think proper; that his in- 
“< tention was to have juftice ftriétly obferved, and rigoroufly 
“¢ executed, in all places, as well in the palaces of princes, 
“* cardinals, and ambafladors, as the houfes of private perfons:”’ 
and very foon afterwards he publifhed a bull to the fame effect, 
fignifying that all fuch offenders ‘*‘ fhould be deemed ufurpers 
“© of the fovereign authority,—guilty of le/e majeflatis, ipfo 
“¢ faéio excommunicated, and not to be abfolved by any, but 
“ the Pope himfelf, except in the article of death.”—The 
fame attempt had been made by fome of his predeceflors, and 
was imitated by his fucceffors, but inefteétually ; they wanted 
this Pope’s refolution : Sixtus would be obeyed. 

Thus far we have beheld his holinefs a€ting in his civil ca- 
pacity ; proceed we now to take a view of his conduét as a 
politician: in his tranfactions with foreign powers, we find 
him maintaining the fame degree of firmnefs as in his treat- 
ment of his own fubjects. ‘ Before he had been Pope two 
* months, he quarrelled with Phillip Il. of Spain, Henry III. 
© of France, and Henry king of Navarre.’—In refpect to the 
former of thefe princes, Sixtus had very early formed defigns 
to re-annex Naples to the dominions of the church; of which 
he gave an intimation when the Spanifh ambaflador, according 
to cuftom, prefented him with a genet, as a tribute, which had 
been paid many years, acknowledging that kingdom to be held 
in vaflalace of the Pope. On this occafion Sixtus received the 
ambaflador with ‘ fuch a countenance as fhewed he was not 
‘ much pteafed either with the prefent or the homage; and 
rifing from his throne, faid, in a {neering manner, ‘* Cer- 
~ taimy our .predeceflors were in a very complaifant mood, 
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«© when they accepted of a poor pitiful hackney, in lieu of » 
‘* rich and flourifhing kingdom; but we fhall foon put ap 
“end to this fimple cuftom.” Tho’ the vigilance of the 
Spaniards prevented his defign upon that kingdom from tak- 
ing effect, their embaiiador, Count Olivarez, was obliged 
to fubmit to many indignities from the Pope; who had taken 
a diflike to him $ for  conftantl teazing him to fend affift. 
‘ ance to the league (in France) which he was very unwil- 
* ling to have done, but was, in the end, compelled to it by 
‘ his everlafting importunities, (and to make fome fhew of 

< zeal for the Raman catholic religion) which he could never 
‘ forgive, and was refolved to take the firlt opportunity of 
* revenge that offered.’ 

Sixtus * had caufed the vulgate Latin edition of the bible to 
be publifhed, which occafioned a good deal of clamour; but 
nothing like what there was upon his printing an Srahay 
verfion of it. This fet ail the Roman catholic part of Chrif- 
tendom in an uproar. Count Olivarez, and fome of the car-. 
 dinals, ventured to expoftulate with him pretty freely upon 
it, and faid, ‘* It was a fcandalous, as well as a dangerous 
« thing, and bordered very nearly upon herefy.” But he 
* treated them with contempt, and only faid, ** We do it for 
<* the benefit of you, that do not underfiand Latin.” The mot 
© zealous of the cardinals wrote to the king of Spain, entreat- 
‘ ing him ‘ to interpofe, and think of fome remedy for this 
<< evil, as he was more interefted in it than any one elfe, with 
** regard to the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, and the dutch 
“* of Milan; {cx it the bible fhould come to be publicly read 
*‘ ¢here, in the vulgar tongue, it might raife fcruples and un- 
“* cafinefies in the confciences of thofe people ; as it was, be- 
“«* fides, one of ihe firft principles of heretics, to read the 
“¢ {criptures in the vulvar tongue.” 

‘ Philip, who was a furious bigot, ordered his ambaflador 
© to ufe his utmoft endeavours with the Pope to fupprefs this 
“ edition, as it would give infinite offence ; and faid, if he did 
not, he fhould be obliged to make ufe of fuch means to pre- 
vint its being read in his kingdoms, as his zeal for true re- 
ligion fuggefted, and the Almighty had put in his hands. Oli- 
varex having received thefe orders, immediately demanded 
an audience of the Pope, and reprefenied to him with much 
warmth, how difagreeable this new verfion was to his matter, 
and what icandal it gave to his whole court. Sixtus fuffered 
him to harangue with great vehemence for above an hour, 
and when he was come to the end of his carcer, made no 
auiwer, Upon which the count jaid, Won't your holi- 
“ nels 
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« nefs be pleafed to let us know your thoughts upon this 
“¢ matter.” ‘* Iam thinking,” faid Sixtus, *‘to have you im- 
«“ mediately thrown out of the window, to teach other people 
«¢ how to behave when they addrefs themfelves to the pontiff.” 
‘ And immediately withdrew into another apartment. 
‘ The poor ambaflador, who was fufficiently acquainted 
‘ with the temper of Sixtus, made hafte out of the Vatican, 
‘ expecting he would have been as good as his word; and 
¢ when he got home, and had recovered his fpirits a little, faid, 
“ Thank God, I have had a great efcape to-day.” 
But notwithftanding his late danger, it was not long after- 

wards when the count was in almoft equal jeopardy. Philip 
being provoked at the contempt fhewn to his minifters, 2s well 
as becaufe his holinefs would not vigoroufly concur with him in 
all his perfecuting meafures againft the reformed in France and 
England, had determined to convoke a general council at Sevi/le, 
and to cite the Pope to appear there: to which purpofe he fent 
orders to his ambaflador to take the opportunity of fome feflival 
to acquaint his holinefs of this refolution, Accordingly Okvarez 
‘ prepared a writing, by way of notification of the council, which 
‘ he intended to deliver to the Pope foon after, at a folemn 
© cavalcade.’—Sixtus being informed of this, and of the time 
and place where the writing was to be prefented to him, fent 
for the governor and two mafters of the ceremonies, and told 
them, * he had altered his mind as to the order that was to be 
‘ obferved in the proceffion; that it was his pleafure, they 
‘ themfelves fhould immediately precede his perfon, the com- 
‘ mon hangman going next before them with a halter in his 
‘ hand, and before him two hundred of the guards, four and 
‘four; and that if any perfon fhould dare to offer a paper 
‘or writing to him, they fhould order the hangman to fall 
‘ upon him that moment and ftrangle him, without further 
‘ ceremony, tho’ he were an ambajfador, cardinal, king, or 
‘ emperor.—The ambaflador was acquainted with this difpo- 
‘ fition (as it was fuppofed) by the Pope’s private directions, 
‘ juft as he was coming out to deliver the writing, and was 
‘ fo terrified with it, that he once defigned to have left the 
‘ city immediately, and retired to Naples; but his pride got 
‘ the better of that refolution, as ke thought fuch a ftep wou!d 
‘ bea blot upon his character: for which reafon he ventured 
* to ftay in his palace; and, barring all the gates and doors, 
‘ threw the writing into the fire, and went to prayers, recom- 
* mending himfelf to God, and expecting to be ilrangled as 
* foon as ever the cavalcade was over.’ 
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With as little cercmony, not long after his exaltation, Sx. 
tus ordered the French ambaflador to quit Rome and the eccle- 
fiaftical ftate in two days: the occafion of which was, be- 
caufe the king of France had refuled to receive the archbifhop 
of Nazareth in the quality of nuncio. ‘The king was angry at 
the mal-treatment of his minifter, but the Pope was ‘more 
violent, and threatned vengeance ; nor was it without difficulty 
this affair was accommodated by the interpofition of fome of 
the cardinals, nor till the archbifhop was received as nuncio in 
France, was the ambafflador permitted to refume his funétions 
at Rome. 

‘ But thefe are trifles in comparifon of the extremities he 
¢ proceeded to with the-king of Navarre’ and the prince of 
Conde; the inftances of the league, which his predeceflor had 
rejected, prevailed upon Szxtus, in the earlieft part of his 
pontificate, to fulminate a bull againft thefe princes. Never 
was any excommunication exprefied in words fo fevere and 
terrible. It exalted the fuperiority of the Pope above all 
the potentates on earth; and declared that this power over 
men in this world, like that of God over the angels in hea- 
ven, was tran{mitted to him as fucceflor of St. Peter, and 
was vefted in him to maintain the laws of the church, to pu- 
nifh fuch as fhould rebel againft thofe Jaws, to pronounce the 
authority of difobedient princes null and void, to deprive them 
of their crowns, drive them from their thrones ‘as ufurpers 
and minifters of wickednefs, and to interdiét them from all 
commerce with the faithful. In confequence of thefe diabo- 
lical * pretenfions, he declared * Henry, late king of Navarre, 
© and Hexry prince of Conde, whom he'called illegitimate and 
‘ deteftable defcendants of the illuftrious houfe of Bourbon, 
‘ heretics, chiefs, favourers, and protectors of herefy, as fuch 
© fallen underthe cenfures and penalties of the holy canons, 
‘ whereby they were deprived of their dominions, eftates, and 
dignities, and incapable of fucceeding to any fovereignty, 
efpecially to the crown of France ; he abfolved their fubjects 
from the oath of allegiance and forbad their paying them any 
fort of obedience, under pain of being involved in the fame 
excommunication.’—So great was the authority ufurped by 
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* In this manner it is exprefled by a French Reman catholic au- 
thor, who appears to have been furnifhed with fome materials not fo 
well known to Mr. Furecvorth, We have therefore taken the liberty, 
which, we hope, will not be difagrecable to any of our readers, (0 
male fome extracts, tending, as we apprehend, to illuitrate the cha- 
racter of ovr Pope from this work, which is entitled Liffoire des Pupes. 
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the papal fee over the confciences, as well as the properties, 
of mankind; nor is there any great reafon to doubt, but that 
jt is only want of power, not want of inclination, that re- 
ftrains their re-aflumption of the fame authority. The like 
principles are ftill inculcated, and the fame doétrines now 
taught ; how grateful therefore ought Britons to be for their 
deliverance from fo infamous a fubjection! 

The king of Navarre, who had for fome time abandoned 
himfelf to his pleafures, was by this infult routed from his ie- 
thargy ; he not only prevented the publication of this bull in 
his own dominions, but prevailed with the king of France to 
fupprefs it in that kingdom ; and in order to be further reveng- 
ed of the Pope, he found friends at Rome ¢ bold enough to 
‘ ftick up his proteft, with that of the prince of Conde, in 
* every ftreet, upon al] the cardinal’s doors, and even upon the 
‘ gates of the Vatican ; in which they appealed from the fen- 
‘ tence of excommunication pronounced by one Sixtus (who 
{tiled himfelf the Roman pontiff) to the high court of peers 
in France ; calling him an infamous abandoned liar, for ac- 
cufing them of here/y, which was a falfe and malicious charge, 
and more properly belonged to himfelf than them, as they 
would fully prove before a free and general council, law- 
fully called, not by the pretended Pope, who had no right to 
convoke it, but by fuch as had due power and authority: 
they declared him Antichrift, if he did not appear before 
fuch an aflembly, and fubmit to its decrees; and upon that 
account faid, they would wage eterna! and irreconcileable 
war againft him, and never lay down their arms, till they 
had feverely revenged the outrageous affront he had offered 
to their fovereign, his royal houfe, and all the nobility of 
the kingdom.’ : 

Our pontiff’s irritable difpofition was at firft vehemently in- 
flamed by this refolute abnegation of his authority. Never 

thelefs, as foon as the earlieft tranfports of his fury were fome- 
what fubfided, he admired and applauded, in the king of Na- 
varre, that fortitude of which he was himfelf not a little proud. 
So true it is, to ufe the word: of our French author, that cou- 
rage commands refpect even from enemies *. From this time 
Sixtus conceived fo high an opinion of Henry, that he faid, 
© of all the crowned heads in Europe, there is not one fit to 
© be trufted with a fecret, but this prince and Queen Elizabeth; 
nor could all the intreaties of the league afterwards pre- 


vail on him to contribute in the leaft towards the expence 
ef that war. . 
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The hiftory of this Pope furnifhes fome anecdotes relative 
to the laft mentioned princefs, that we do not remember to 
have met with in our Englifh hiftorians. Queen Elizabes 
confidering the then perplexed ftate of the kingdom, could 
not be indifferent as to the choice of a Pope; feeing ig might 
have been greatly in the power of one with a martial difpo- 
fition and Spani/h inclination, to have difturbed the repofe of 
her dominions. On the roth of May, 1585, fhe was in- 
formed, that Cardinal Montalto was elected, that he had af- 
fumed the name of Sixtus V. and had already given fome 
proofs of being a very different fort of perfon from what he 
had appeared before. On the 2oth, fhe received a more cir- 
cumftantial account of his behaviour, with a metzotinto print 
of him, which fhe confidered for fome time very attentively, 
and then faid, * fhe believed what was reported of him, but 
* did not think he would be any great friend to the Spa- 
* mards.’ 

The next day a council was held, to confider of the moft 
proper meafures to be taken with a Pope of his enterprifing 
gemius, who wight pofhibly engage all the Roman catholic 
princes againft England; when it was refolved to employ one 
Mr. Carr*, a Roman catholic gentleman, to difcover the de- 
figns of Sixtus, with whom he had been particularly acquaint- 
ed during a former refidence at Rome, This gentleman, we 
are told, was recommended to this important truft by the earl 
of Ejjex, to whom he was under fuch obligations, as were 
deemed fufficient to infure his fidelity. He was accordingly 
furnifhed with bills of exchange, and the queen’s picture fet 
with diamonds, to make a prefent of to Alexander Peretti, the 
Pope’s nephew, when he fhould mect with a favourable op- 
portunity. He was alfo charged to fpare neither pains nor 
expence to infinuate himfelf into the good graces of Peretti, 
whereby he might poflibly penetrate into the Pope’s real in- 
tentions, and lcarn how he ftood affected towards Spain.— 
Carr arrived at Rome the 18th of Fune, and was well received 
by Peretti, who had juit then been made a cardinal, and had 
taken his uncle’s name, AZontalto. 

Carr foon judged, from the conduct of his holinefs, that he 
was not over favourably inclined to the Spaniards; and not 
long after his arrival, by the means of the cardinal nephew, 
he was intreduced to the Pope, who treated him with great 
affability: Szxtus, who was not ignorant of the penalties an 
Englifoman incurred for retiding abroad, pretty eafily guefled 
Mr. Carr’s errand ; neverthelefs, without confidering him as 4 


* The Ficueh author calls him Le Chevalier Carre. 
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fpy, he endeavoured, by a fhew of opennefs and familiarity, 
to draw from him the difpofitions of the Engh/h court, and to 
make ufe of him to his own advantage. 
Two days afterwards he fent for him again, and, in 2 pri- 
vate audience, afked him feveral queftions concerning the 
temper, inclinations, perfon and manners of Elizabeth. Carr 
having refolved him, produced the queen’s picture, and pre-~ 
fented it to the Pope, who viewed it for fome time, with a 
deal of feeming pleafure, and faid, Your queen is borm to 
be happy, foe governs her kingdom with wifdom and fuccefs; no- 
thing is wanting but for her to marry me, to give the world ana- 
ther Alexander *, Carr was highly pleafed at the Pope’s hu- 
mour, and concluded that his holinefs bad no particular diflike. 
tothe queen. ‘* Sixtus then afked him, how the Engi and 
‘ Spaniards agreed now, as the latter were volucres cali, pre- 
‘ tending to fly over every body’s head ;’ and, without ftay- 
ing for an anfwer, added * We fancy your queen is a good 
¢ deal embarrafled at prefent, as the maxims of her govern- 
‘ ment muft naturally incline her to fend a fpeedy and effe€tual 
¢ fuccour to the Hollanders ; and on the other hand, we ima- 
‘gine, fhe is afraid to do it, left fhe fhould provoke King 
¢ Philip to fall upon her with all his forces: but if fhe ftands 
‘ in awe of him now, fhe will have greater reafon to do fo, 
¢ when he has conquered them, and acquired fo much more 
‘ftrength. It is impoffible thofe proviaces fhould hold our 
‘ Jong, as nobody, is capable of affifting them but the queen of 
‘ England, and the dares not, tho’ it is her intereft: but pray 
* tell us what will become of England, when he is mafler of 
© the Low Countries? We fhall then order a requiem to be 
‘ fung for it.” Carr judged by this difcourfe, that the Pope 
would not be difpleafed, if he acquainted the queen, that fhe 
ought to take the ftates of Holland under her protection; and 
_as his orders were to inform her of every thing that pafled at 
Rome, he immediately difpatched a metienger with lettcrs in 
a cypher, giving a minute detail of every occurrence.—Upon 
the receipt of thefe letters, a council was called, wherein it 
was refolved to fend immediate relief to the Lew Countries. 
Tho’ we cannot pretend, nor docs it belong to us, to prove 
how far the infinuations of Sixtus might then influence the 
Englhi/h councils (efpecially as the fe tranfactions are not taken no» 
tice of by our own annaliits) ; yetit may not be amis to obferve, 
that the earl of Leiceffer’s patent,-appointing him general of the 
English forces employed in the Low Countries, is dated at Weft 
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minfler, O&.2, 1585 *, the very year of our pontiff’s exaf. 
tation to the papacy. 

But to return to our hiftory; the day after the precediny 
conference, Peretti more explicitly urged the propricty of the 
queen’s protecting the ftates, and at the fame time gave Cary 
an opportunity of prefenting the picture he had in commiffion 
to deliver. ‘Ihe cardinal accepted it with the utmoft plea 
fure, and in return gave Carr a picture of his uncle, telling 
him, ‘ that he might difpofe of it as he pleafed, perhaps his 
© miftrefs might have a curiofity tofee it.” As Carrknew how 
acceptable it would be to the queen, he fent it with his letters, 
giving an account of his converfation with Peretti, which were 
alfo accompanied with twelve gold medals of the Pope. 

She was fo well pleafed with this picture, that fhe fent or- 
ders to Carr to procure her one of the cardinal, directing him 
to employ his utmoft addrefs and vigilance to cherifh the Pope’s 
and his nephew’s favourable difpofition to England, and, on 
the contrary, to improve their diflike to Spain: and the better 
to conceal their intrigues from the Spaniards, Carr was ordered 
home, under pain of perpetual banifhment, and confifcation 
of all his effects. ‘The Pope, who {aw through this finefle, 
fent for Carr once a week, and to prevent any fufpicion in the 
Spanifh ambaflador, he faid, * he could not help compaffionat- 
ing the man’s misfortunes, as he was fo great a fufferer for 
his religion.’ : 
¢ In the mean while, Carr was very happy in having the 
mutual efteem of the Pope and his miftrefs: both of them 
confidered him as a man of fidelity, probity, fecrefy, and 
addrefs. “The Pope regarded him as one very capable of 
being ufeful to him with the Eng/ih court, and Elizabeth, 
as one that might do her great fervices at Rome; nor were 
either deceived. For, in truth, he knew the mott fecret in- 
tentions of Sixtus, with refpect to Spain, of which he did 
not fail giving advice to the queen; and on the other hand, 
he knew ail that pafied in England, relative to the Low Coun- 
tries and the league in France; the only two things that gave 
any concern to the Pope, who wifhed but to reduce the 
power of Philip, that he might the more eafily accomplifh 
his defign for the recovery of Naples +.’ 

When Philip was ufing his utmoft endeavours to prevail on 
the Pope to unite all the Roman catholic princes in a league 
againft Elizabeth, whofe view, he faid, was to extirpate the 
true religion, Sixtus was for fome time at a lofs how toact: 
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en the one hand, he wifhed nothing more than to embarrafs 
the king of Spain in an expenfive war, that might hinder any 
relief being fent to Naples, when he fhould attack it; nor 
was he lefs defirous to keep alive the difagreement between 
Piilip and Elizabeth: on the other hand, he was as unwil- 
ling to render the king of Spain more powerful by fuch a 
league, left it fhould terrify the queen, and put her upon feek- 
ing a reconciliation at any rate. Wherefore he refolved to 
conduét himfelf in fuch a manner to both parties, as fhould 
be moft conducive to his own defigns, And, tho” he had in- 
tended to complain of Philip, for having entered into an alli- 
ance with the Zurfs, as an action unworthy a king, who bore 
the title of catholic, and defender of the holy fee, yet, con- 
trary to his natural temper, he chofe to appear ignorant of it: 
whilft, by the means of Carr, he fecretly fpirited up Elizabeth 
to {pare no expence to fet the Turk upon the houfe of Au/fria 
in Hungary, whilft fhe attacked them in the Low Countries. 
© If Elizabeth had the character of a fubtle intriguing prin- 
cefs, Sixtus deferved it no lefs, confidering the many ftra- 
tagems he made ufe of to draw both Elizabeth and Philip 
into his fnare. He thought by ftirring up the former againft 
the latter, he fhould plunge her into an expence, that would 
gall her fubjects to {uch a degree, us perhaps would occafion 
rebellion, or, at leait, oblige her to defift from perfecuting 
the catholics; and, on the other hand, by whetting up PA:- 
lip againft Eiizabeth, he fhould make him {pend all his 
force in Flanders and England, and to thoroughly entangle 
him in a hot war with thofe two powers, that being drained 
both of men and money, it would be impoffible for him to 
oppofe the defigns he meditated againft him: for that pur- 
pote he extolled Philip’s piety and zeal for religion to the 
fkies, admiring his greatnefs of mind; and told him, what 
a ftain it would be upon his glory, if he fuffered a woman, 
a weak as well as impudent and wicked woman, to fupport 
or protect his rebellious fubjects ;. a woman that was not 
content with withdrawing her allegiance from the holy fee, 
but took upon her to incite others to rebel againft a monarch, 
whom no other potentate upon earth durft prefume to treat 
after that manner. In fhort, there was no promife, nor 
perfuafion, nor argument, nor adulation of any kind, which 
he did not make ufe of to induce him to exert his ftrength 
to diftrefs Elizabeth; at the fame time that he acquainted her 
with the defigns of Philip, informing her of the itrength and 
number of his forces, and what places were to be attacked ; 
reprefenting to her, that it was abfolutely neceflary, nay, 
© her 
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* her indifpenfible duty and intereft, to pull down that Coley, 
* to humble that haughty and overgrown tyrant, that kept the 
world in terror; that only to enter the lifts with him, would 
make her name glorious, but immortal if fhe got the better, 
of him, as fhe certainly would, provided fhe crew her fword 
in earneft; that fhe was the only power in Europe that was 
capable of undertaking it ; and that the antientand wellknown 
valour of the Engli/h nation, conducted by a princefs of her 
comummate wifdom and prudence, could not fail of fuc- 
cefs. The queen, being thus aflured of the Pope, no longer 
treated Philip with refpedt. Mean while Philip was making 
great preparation to attack England, of which he thought pro- 
per to acquaint his holinets by a letter under his own hand; 
which as foon as Sixtus had received, he read openly in the 
prefence of the ambaflador who delivered it, and highly ap- 
plauded the zeal and pious refolution of his mafter ; but imme- 
diately fent acopy of it to Carr, with fome othcr private ad- 
vices, ordering him to communicate them without delay to 
Elizabeth; at the fame time exhorting the quecn ‘ not to let 
* her courage fail her, but put the kingdom into a proper 
* flate of defence, and be ready to receive him; that it was 
* more than probable this expedition would prove fruitlefs, if 
“ not prejudicial to the king of Spain.’ 

Our pontiff’s behaviour when he received the news of the 
execution of Adary queen of Scotland, is far from being the 
leaft remarkable incident in his life. The nuncio that re- 
fided at Paris, fent him a detail of this tranfaction. Sixtus 
was juft rifen from fupper, and was leaning againft a 
window, when Peretti prefented the packet to him; while his 
nephew was reading the account of this occurrence, the Pope 
looked ftedfaftly at him, and al] at once ftriking his hand upon 
the edge of the window, fetching at the fame time an heavy 
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figh, he turned himfelf towards England, and faid, O queen, 


who haft been found worthy to fee a crowned head laid at thy feet! 
Nor is it impoffible, if Phiiip had been in his power, but he 
would have ferved him in the fame manner*. As there is no 
place in the world where the conduct of princes is more freely 
canvaified than at Rome, they talked of Efzabeth in terms of 
the higheit indignation ; fatires and libels were daily publithed, 
in which fhe was deemed a murdre/s, barbarian, and facrile- 
gious heretic. Sixtus, who could not forbear faying, Whenever 
the horrible execution of Queen Mary was talked of, that he would 
have done no le/s, had he been hing of England +, forbad, under 
pain of the galiies, any one to {peak or write any thing dero- 
© Hiflocire des Papes, + lbid, 
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tory to the honour of that princefs ; infifting, that tho’ fhe 
was an heretic, yet her rank and merit intitled her to refpect : 
which redoubled the efteem the queen had before conceived 
for his holinefs. 

Neverthelefs, the death of AZary was fo univerfally refented, 
that the murmurs and complaints it occafioned obliged our 
Pope to take fome notice of it. The Spaniards were the loudeft 
in their outcries, and Pdilip particularly urged Sixtus with two 
requefts: one was, to make William Alan, an Englifh Roman 
catholic prieft, a cardinal ; hoping thereby to facilitate his at- 
tempt upon England: the other was, to furnifh him with pe- 
cuniary affiftances to ferve the fame purpofe. ‘The Pope can- 
fidered, firft, that the reputation of his zeal would be aggran- 
dized by granting what was afked of him, befides, he really 
defired to re-unite the kingdom of England to the church: 
and fecondly, that by engaging Philip in a war againft a queen 
whom he himfelf advifed to a vigorous defence, the king of 
Spain muft unavoidably be brought into no little danger. 

herefore he ordered Alan to come without delay to Rome, 
where he created him a cardinal prieft, and then {ent him un- 
mediately to Spaix, to forward Philip in his enterprize againtt 
England, and to aflift him with his councils, charging him 
to take care that no time fhould be loft. This cardinal alfo 
carried with him the treaty which the ambaflador of Spain had 
concluded with Sixtus, whereby the latter engaged to furnifh 
the former with a million of crowns,. and permiffion to raife 
the tenths through all his dominions except Naples. 

Sixtus afterwards fent for Carr, and converted with him a 
long time on the queen’s negligence in preparing for her 
defence. He obferved, that Philip was determined to em- 
ploy not only all his own forces, but thofe of fome ather 
Roman catholic princes, againft her: that, for his part, his 
ftation, as Pope, obliged him to preferve appearances, but that 
the fuccours he fhould grant to Spain, were fuch as would 
not be prejudicial to Elizabeth ; that the red hat which he had 
given to an Engiifhbman could not hurt her, .and_ that he wou'd 
not have given it him, but for the fake of removing him from 
Flanders, from whence he could have more eafily influenced 
Philip’s triends in England; inttead of which the queen had 
nothing to fear from him at fo great adiftance, That it was 
true that he had promifed to let the king of Spain have a mil- 
lion of crowns, and had given him permiffion to levy the :enths 
through his dominions ; but that the money was not to be paid 
till fix months after Philip was mafter of fome confiderable 
place in England, which it was her bufinefS to prevent. He 
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alfo obfcurely hinted, that he fhould be obliged to publifh an 
excommunication againft Elizabeth ; but that he left it to hey 
prudence to take fuch meafures as fhe fhould judge moft con. 
venient, and to confider well his defign in excommunicating 
her *, 

The bull of excommunication was accordingly publithed 

with great folemnity, foon after, at Rome, through the eccle- 
fiaftical ftate, and in Spain; but the Venetians would not allow 
the publication of it in their territories. “he nuncio refiding 
there, at the inftigation of the Spani/h ambaflador, reported 
their non-compliance to the Pope, who fent him for anfwer, 
© that he approved of his conduct, and fhould be ftill more 
pleafed with it, if he could by any means bring the Vene- 
tians to acknowledge, that they did not do this out of an 
contempt or difregard to the holy fee, but for political rea- 
fons, and for fear of affronting thofe who had it in their 
power to be either good friends, or dangerous enemies,’ 
In return for this ftep of the Pope, Elizabeth had his holinefs 
excommunicated by the bifhop of London, at St. Paul's, which 
when Sixtus was informed of, he faid, *‘ We find our excom- 
¢ munication has not much frightned the queen of England; 
‘ and this is all we fhall do for the Spaniard.’ 

We have extended our account of thefe tranfactions to an 
unufual length, for the fake of communicating to our readers 
memoirs, not gencrally known, relating to a princefs whole 
memory will always be revered by every friend to his coun- 
try, as well as with a view to lay before them an ample fpe- 
cimen of this pontiff’s political {pirit and genius, whofe in- 
trigues may in {ome meafure be faid to have influenced, in his 
day, all the councils of Europe. 

Tho’ our Pope’s behaviour, in fome particulars, may not 
command an univertal applaufe, yet it is certain, the holy fee 
was under very great obligations to him: his impartial, tho’ 
rigorous adminittration of juftice, had a very happy effect; 
“ he ftrenoufly defended the rights of the poor, the widow, 
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mafters of the ceremonies to introduce the pooreft .to. him 
firft: but was more particularly ready to hear any accufa- 
tion againft the magiftrates ;—the {ame condué he obferv- 
ed between the clergy and their fuperiors, always applying 
quick and effectual, tho’ moftly fevere, remedies.—In fhort, 
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¢ he had wrought fuch a reformation, that the governor told 
< him one day, the place of a judge was now become a perfect 
© fine cure.’ . 

At his acceffion to the papacy, -he found the apoftolic 
chamber, or treafury, not only exhaufted, but in debt; he Jefe 
it not only clear, but enriched it with five millions of gold; 
he alfo augmented the revenue to double its former amount. 

To him the city of Rome was obliged for feveral of its greateft 
embellifhments, particularly the Vatican library ; and to him 
its citizens were indebted for the introduction of trade into the 
ecclefiaftical ftate. 

Tho’ he was naturally an enemy to profufion, he was never 
fparing in expence, to relieve fuch as were really neceffitous, 
efpecially thofe whofe modefty would not let them make their 
wants known; and among many other noble charities, his ap- 
propriation of three thoufand crowns a year, for the redemp- 
tion of chriftian flaves out of the hands of the inhdels, will 
hardly be reckoned the leaft meritorious. 

In refpe&t to his private character, it appears, from feveral 
inftances, that he was, as well in his habit as diet, generally 
temperate and frugal; that he remembered, and gratefully re- 
warded, every fervice that was conferred upon him, when he 
was in an inferior ftation ; nor did his elevation make him un- 
mindful of his former poverty: his fifter once intimating, that 
it was unbecoming his dignity to wear patched lismnen, he 
faid to her, ¢ tho’ we are exal:ed through the Divine Provi- 
‘ dence, to this high ftation, we ought not to forget, that 
‘ fhreds and patches are the only coat of arms, our family has 
© any title to.’ : 

The behaviour of S7xtus to his relations, previous to his ex- 
altation, has been already taken notice of; foon after his ac- 
ceffion to the pontificate, he fent for his family to Rome, with 
exprels orders, that they fhould appear in a decent and modeit 
manner. Accordingly his fifter Camilla, accompanied by her 
daughter, and two grandions, Alexander and Michael, {who were 
the fons of anather daughter *) and a niece, the daughter of /n- 
thony, came thither. Our Pope’s reception of them was as fingu- 
lar as any other part of his conduct; for fome of the cardinals, to 
ingratiate themfelves with his holinefs, went out to meet her, 
drefied her in a very fuperb manner, and introduced her with 
great ceremony to the Vatican, When Sixtus * faw her, 


* - . . . . 
In another part of this hiftory Alexander is faid to be the fon of 
Authony, and Michael the fon of Camilla; nor are theie the only in- 
confifiencies we meet with in the work before us. 
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e pretended not to know her, and afked two or three times 
who ihe was : upon which one of the cardinals, who handed 
© her in, faid, * It is your filter, holy father.” “* My fifter 1 
© (replicd Sixtus, with afrown) ‘* [have but one fifter, and 
** fhe is a poor woman al Le Grotte: if you have introduced 
«© her in this difeuife, I declare I do not know her; and yet 
“© T think Lfhould know her again, if I was to fee her in fuch 
«© cloaths as fhe ufed to wear.’ After which he retired im- 
mediately, and left the cardinals in great confufion: one of 
whom faid to another, ‘ He was fure fomething was amifs, 
© and that it was well if they were not in a wrong box.’ 

Their conduciors now thought it expedient to fend the 
Pope’s relations to a common inn, where they were difrobed 
of their finery. When this was done, Szxtus fent two of his 
ordinary coaches for them, and being introduced a fecond 
time, the Pope ‘ embraced them tenderly, and faid to Camilla, 
‘© Now we fee it is our filter indced: nobody fhall make a 
& princefs of you but ourfelves.” 

‘The terms Sixius {tipulated with his fifter, as the conditions 
of her advancement, were, * not to afk any favour in matters 
© of government, or make the leaft interceflion for criminals, 
© or otherwite interfere in the adminiftration of juftice,’ affur- 
ing her, that every fuit of that kind would meet with a refufal 
not lelfs mortifying to her than painful to himfelf. 

This being fettled, he made, indeed, a princely provifion, 
not only for his fifter, who took care punctually to obey his 
orders, but alio for all the family. His eldeft nephew we have 
already feen invefted with the purple, upon whom he alfo fet- 
tled one hundred thoufand crowns a year, in eftate and eccle- 
© fiaftical benefices, beiides two hundred and fifty thoufand 
‘ crowns in houfes, rich furniture, plate, and jewels.’ For 
his other nephew he purchafed a principality, and gave him 
an eftate of ¢ lixty thoufand crowns a year, with two fuperb 
* palaces, one in the country, and the other at Rome: andit 
was computed, that at the death of his uncle, he was worth, 
in ready money and jewels, three hundred thoufand crowns.’ 
To his two nieces he alfo gave very large fortunes, and mat- 
ried them into two of the nobleft, as well as moft opulent, fa- 
milies in Jta/y. 

Our Pope’s feverity could not exempt him from feveral poig- 
nant fatires, tho’ we have only one initance wherein he thought 
them worth his refentment, and that related to his fitter. 
© Pa/guin was dreiied one morning in a very nafty fhirt, and 
© being alked by Marforio, Why he wore fuch dirty linnen? 
‘aniwered, He could get no other, for the Pope had made his 
9 © wa/hers 
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© wafherwoman a prince/s : meaning Camilla, who had for- 
‘ merly been a laundrefs.’ 

His holinefs ordered ftri& fearch to be made for the author, 
and promifed to give him one thoufand piftoles, and his life, 
provided he would difcover himfelf; but threatned to hang 
him, if he was found out by any body elfe; and offered the 
thoufand piftoles to the informer. 

¢ The author, tho’ he had trufted no other perfon with the 
‘ fecret, was fo tempted with the promife of a thoufand pi- 
¢ ftoles, that he was fimple enough to make a full confeflion 
‘of it to the Pope, demanding the money, and to have his 
€ life fpared. Sixtus was fo aftonifhed at his folly and impu- 
‘dence, that he could not fpeak for fome time, and at laft 
‘ Mid,“ It is true, we did make fuch a promife, and we fhall 
e e worfe than our word; we give you your life, and 
“ you fhall have the money immediately ;” ordering the mo- 
© ney to be inftantly paid down.’ 

¢ When he had received the money, Sixtus afked him if he 


- © was fatisfied? and he anfwering that he was, Szxtws faid, 


“ We promifed you your life, and one thoufand piftoles; you 
“ have received both, and fay you are fatisfied: but we re- 
“ ferved to ourfelves the power of cutting off your hands, and 
“ boring your tongue through, to prevent your being fo 
“ witty for the future:” which was directly executed, Sixtus 
‘ declaring, that he did not deferve the punifhment fo much 
‘ for the pafquinade, as for being fo audacious to avow it.’ 

This great man, who was an encourager of arts as well as 
arms, died, not without a fufpicion of having been poifoned 
by the Spaniards, on AZonday, the 27th of Augu/t, 1590, hav- 
ing enjoyed the papacy little more than five years. 

Before we conclude this article, it may not be amifS to 
take fome further notice of the performance that has given 
rife to it: in regard to the prolegomena and appendix men- 
tioned in the title, the former confifts of explanations of 
terms, that few readers can be fuppofed ignorant of, fuch as 
apoftolic brief, cardinal, jubilee, nuncio, @c. and takes up 
twenty-four pages; the appendix contains, chiefly, ex- 
tracts from Thuanus, comprifed in about thirty-eight pages. 
As we have not Leti * at hand, we cannot determine how far 
his tranflator may have improved the original; neverthelefs, 
we apprehend, that this hiftory, even as it now appears, does 
no great honour to the compiler. Precifion and perfpicuity 
ought equally to be attended to by an hiftorian; whereas the 

* Leti wrote alfo an hittory of Queen Elizabeth, which is fre- 
quently cited in the [i/foire des Papes. 
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ftyle of this work is affectedly diffufive, and fometimes ob- 
fcure, as may be perceived in fome of our extracts from it. 
Mr. Farnworth’s omiflion of fuch things as might offend mo- 
defty, is certainly commendable ; it were to be wifhed he had 
been equally careful to have avoided all the anilities for which 
he cen{ures his author: nor can we agree with that gentle- 
man, in thinking a proper table of contents, or a copious 
index, sfiguificant matter. To form, more efpecially, the latter, 
requires a good deal of Jaudable induftry, and no little judg- 
ment; and herein we flatter ourfelves with the concurrence 
of thofe who are moft converfant with books: for all fuch 
muft allow, that an accurate index is of ufe, and gives relief 
to the moit intelligent reader, particularly in works of fo large 
a fize, and containing fuch a variety of incidents. 

Lage 


Art. xtiv. 4 Vindication of the Dottrine of the Trinity from 
the exceptions of a late pamphlet, entitled An Eflay on Spirit, 
&c. Part Ill. price 1s. 6d. Alfo an appendix, price 1s. con- 
taining forme remarks on the dedication prefixed to the effay, &c, 
8vo. Rivington. 





N the Review for December, 1753, we gave fome account 
of the two former parts of this performance, pointed 
out various miitakes and inconfiftencies in the fcheme of the 
author’s reafonings againft the E//ay on Spirit, and attempted 
to aflign and adjuft the true flate of the difference fubfifting 
between thofe writers: to which account we refer our readers. 
The firf? and fecond parts of the Vindication principally re- 
lated to the pafiages of icripture, in the old and new teftament, 
concerning the fubjects in controverfy ; what Dr. Randolph 
propofes in the third, is, to enquire into the fentiments of the 
primitive fathers of the church; as he thinks it very proper and 
ufeful to confult them in fuch points ; and efteems them as the 
beit guides we can follow, where any doubts may arife about 
the fenfe of fcripture. But we apprehend, the doctor may have 
made this declaration with fome referve ; fince he has not pro- 
duced any conclufive evidence from them, to juitify his afler- 
tion, that ‘the doctrine of a trinity in unity was always 
* efteemed a fundamental article of chriftianity.’ To every 
competent and impartial judge of thefe matters, it is evident, 
beyond all doubt, that even the Nicene creed doth not at all 
affert a co-equal, co-eternal, or confubftantial trinity ; but cer- 
tainly places the unity of God, not in three co-equal perfonss 
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or beings, but in the one perfon of the father only. ‘Tho’ 
we have perufed Dr. Randciph’s pieces upon this fubject with 

eat care and attention, we have not been able to difcover in 
them, any determinate and confiftent fcheme of principles re- 
Jating to this doétrine, to which he ultimately adheres. In 
fome paflages he appears an advocate for the hypothefis of Dr. 
Clarke; acknowledging that Chrift, even as to his DIVINE 
NATURE, is really inferior and fubordinate to the father, hav- 
ing received his being from him: in others, he efpoufes a 
doctrine diametrically oppofite, and afferts that he is confub- 
fantial, co-eternal, and co-equal. But this pofition he foon 
retracts, and exprefly declares, that he doth not plead for fuch 
an abfolute co-equality of the fon with the father, as would 
exclude ALL dependency, fubordination, and inferiority ; from 
hence one would be apt to think, that abfolute independency 
and fupremacy were perfections peculiar and appropriate to. 
the father, and that the being and perfections of the fon were 
derived, dependent, and fubordinate. However, to prevent, if 

fible, the natural confequences of a conceffion evidently 
fatal and deftructive to modern orthodoxy, he afterwards ex- 
prefly declares, * we maintain, that the whole three perfons 
¢ are, with refpect to their efience and attributes, co-equal and 
‘ co-eternal, none greater or iefs than another.’ Incon- 
fiftently with this he adds, ¢ But fuch an abfolute co-equality, 
‘ as would exclude all iubordination and inferiority, neither 
© did the Nicene fathers, nor do we hold: but with them we 
© believe the fon to be God of God, light of light, very God 
‘ of very God. Some writers, both antient and modern, may 
‘ pofibly have exprefled themfelves incautioufly and inapro- 
* perly on this point: but I cannot think, that fuch a kind 
© of abfolute co-equality was ever ferioufly maintained by any 
‘ reputed orthodox writer.’ 

Our author having endeavoured to obviate and refute the 
arguments which the author of the A/fay would deduce from 
the conceffions of Bifhcp Bull, Dr. Cudworth, and Mr. Chil- 
lingworth, introduces fome quotations from the fathers, which, 
he judges, are decifive in the cafe. Butthe point he had in 
view, he hasleft quite deftitute of proof; and allowing all the 
citations he has given us from the Antenicene fathers to be 
exact, he has not furnifhed clear evidence, that they at all 
believed a confubftantial, a co-eternal, and co-equal trinity ; 
it does not appear from them, that the father, fon, and holy 
fpirit are the one living and true God; or that they afcribed 
{upreme dominion and religious worfhip to the holy fpirit. In 
fome important inftances our author contents himfelf with 
Bb 3 mere 
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mere references, without reciting the expreffions on which his 
aflertions and arguments depend. 

The defender of the Efay had urged fome paflages from 
Fuftin Martyr, as altogether incompatible with the Athana- 
fian {cheme; upon which Dr. Randolph declares, ‘ that he 
‘ fhall always pay the greateft regard to the fentiments of { 
‘ confiderable a perfon as this famous apologif? and martyr, 
¢ who lived fo near the times of the apoftles, when the church 
¢ cannot eafily be fuppofed to have varied from the faith once 
© delivered to the faints.’ 

However our author hath not produced fo muchas one paflage 
from Fu/tin, fufficient to fupport the doctrine of a confubftan- 
tial trinity. The criticifms and reafonings drawn from him, 
either direétly fubvert the caufe he pleads for, or are calculat- 
ed to eftablifh a doétrine inconfiftent with it. It is allowed 
on both fides, that Zu/fin afferts Chrift to be God; but then 
the divinity he afcribes to him is the refult, not of neceflary, 
underived, and independent exiftence, but the effeé of the 
conftitution and donation of the father. So that his being 
God and the fon, the angel and minifter of God the creator of 
the univerfe, are reprefented as derived from the fame fource 
or caufe; that is, the will and power of the father. From 
our author’s own citations from ‘Fu/fin it appears, that Chrift 
is always by him diftinguifhed from, and declared to be inferior 
to, the fupreme God. The author of the E/fay had fugotft- 
ed, that Chrift was begotten of the father, by his power and 
will, To which Dr. Randolph replies, ‘ that the fon is fub- 
‘ ordinate to the father, and that he derives his being from 
‘ him, being God of God, we readily acknowledge. As to 
© what is here faid of his being begotten by his father’s power 
© and will, Dr. Clarke fhall anfwer this writer *. [¢¢ It can- 
*< not be denied, but the terms [son and BEGET] do moft 
“¢ properly imply an a of the father’s will. For whatever 
*¢ any perfon is tuppofed to do, not by Ais power and will, but 
“¢ by mere neceffity of nature, it is not properly he that dees it, 
“¢ but neceffity, or fate. Neither can it intelligibly be made 
¢ out, upon what is founded the authority of the father in 
*¢ the miffion of the fon, if not upon the fon’s thus derivirtg his 
*¢ being trom the father’s incomprehenfible power and will. 
** However, ] fince the attributes and powers of God are evi- 
** dently as eternal as his demg; and there never was any 
‘*¢ time wherein God could not wi// what he pleafed, and do 
** what he willed; and fince it is juft as ealy to conceive 


* Dr. Clarke's {cripture-do&trine of the Trinity, fecond edition, 
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s God always ating, as always exifiing; and operating be- 
“ fore all ages, as eafily as decreeing before all ages: it 
“ notat all follow, that that which is an efie¢t of his w7/l and 
“6 power, muft for that reafon necetiarily be limited to any 
«“ definite time. Wherefore, not only thole antient writers 
«¢ who were efteemed Semi-Arians, but alfo the learnedett of 
sé the fathers on the contrary fide, who mott diflinétly and 
“ explicitly contended for the cternal gencration of the fon, 
“ even they did ftill neverthelefSexpre‘l, alert it to be an ad? of 
“ the father’s power and will.” We have here given the whole 
paflage exactly-as it isin Dr. Clarke; our author having thought 
roper to curtail it, and omit thole fentences which are in- 
cluded within the brackets. As a proper illuftration of his re- 
mark, Dr. Clarke annexed a pailage from Fuffin Martyr, 
which exprefly declares in what fenfe he acknowledged Chit 
to be God; wiz. ** That he was both God, and his fon, and 
‘© angel by the will of his father; that he hath all thefe tities, 
“ that of Son, Wifdom, God, Lord, and Word, FROM his 
“© miniftring to his father’s will, and FROM his being begotte 
“© of the father by his will.” 

Dr. Randolph farther cites a paflage from ‘fu/in, to prove 
that Chrift is the God of Abraham, of Tjaac, aud of Faced; 
but this title, in the judgment of the apoltie St. Peter, 
is the peculiar and appropriate character of God, the fathers; 
compare Exod. iii. 13—16. with 427s iii. 13. v. 30—32. Vil. 
39—35° 

Having confidered the doétrine fet forth by the primitive 
chriftian writers, our author proceeds to exhibit a large account 
of the Pythagorean, Platonic, or pagan trinity; as to this nar- 
rative, which confifls of almoft forty pages, he thus modeftly 
expreffeth himfelf; ¢ I muft freely acknowledge, that as this is 
‘ adifficult point, fo it is what the courfe of my fludies has 
never led me thoroughly to confider, And therefore, tho’ 
what our author hath here advanced, might, without great 
depth of learning, be fufficiently anfwered, ! apprehend that 
it will be more to the reader’s fatisfa¢iion, if I prefent him 
with the fentiments of a learned iriend, whom I have con- 
fulted on this head. What is here offered, is only a part of a 
large work, which this learned perfon has drawn up, and which 
I hope he will one day be prevailed upon to oblige th. world 
with. Iam authorifed to call it extracts from 4 critical enquiry 
* into the doctrine of a trinity among the antient pagans.’ Vhis \earn- 
ed friend of Dr. Randolph’s freely conteiicth, that after all the 
learned and ingenious difquifitions of many eminent moderns 
on this fubje&t, it appears very doubtful to him, whether aiiy 
Bb 4 of 
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of the pacans before our Saviour’s time, not excepting even 
Plato himielf, held the doctrine of a trinity in any proper fenfe 
of the word, He alfo obferves, that the trinity which their 
writings feem to intimate, is not precifely the fame with the 
chriftian; that what is alleged from P/ato to this purpofe, is fo 
dark and indefinite, that it feems at leaft guefionable whether 
in faét he ever had fuch a notion. He likewife remarks, that 
we hear of no real doétrine of a trinity among the Platonifs, or 
Egyptians, or Chaldeans, before the third century after Chrift; 
but at the fame time acknowledges, that ** there was one Py- 
“© thagorean in the fecond century, who moft probably taught 
*¢ a real trinity of divine perfons, This man was Numenius, 
« whofe writings are much celebrated among the antients, 
«and Lufebius has preferved to us fome curious extraéts. from 
«© his treatife reps tou AYadou, in which he plainly, I think, 
é< intimates fuch doctrine *. He fpeaks exprefly of three fo- 
*¢ yereign Gods, the two firft of which he calls minds, or in- 
‘© telligences; and the fecond of thefe he reprefents clearly as 
« the fon of the firft, and as the creator and governor of all 
« things, in conformity to the will of his father. What his 
«¢ third God was, is not fpecified in Bufebius: but + Proclus 
‘< informs us, that he called this God, Awoyovos, grandfon, 
«6 with 2 manifeft reference to his names of the other two, 
«© whom he ttiled, in a coarfe fort of language, Exyoves and 
“ ramrmos.” This fentiment of the Pythagorean concerning 
three fovercign Gods, our critical enquirer apprehends. Nume- 
nius borrowed irom the chriftian {criptures ; but the evidence 
of it doth not appear to us from the reprefentation he hath gi- 
ven, in which Numenius is fuppofed to do that ferioufly, which 
the late Mr. Chubb, in the firft volume of his poithumous 
works, has done in a ludicrous and indecent manner. 

Tho’ our author feems, with Dr. Waterland, in the gene- 
ral, to acknowledge, that the fon of God was really incar- 
nate, and fuffered, yet when he comes to perceive the confe- 
quences of fuch pofitions, he appears difpofed to retra@t them, 
* But now,’ fays he, ‘ we come to mathematical demonftra- 
* tion: and the doctrine of a con/ub/tantial trinity is charged 
with a contradiction in terms, His proof amounts to no 
more than this, that becaufe the fon is of the fame fubftance 
with the father, therefore whatever is afirmed of the perfon 
of the fon, is applicable to the perfon of the father. | fhall 
cut off his demontftration at once, by denying that the /ub- 
* Numen, apud Eujeb. Prep. Ev, hb. XI. cap. XVill. p. $37: Conf. 
¢ap. XX. 
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« fance (that is, the divine eflence or godhead) of the fon, en- 
< tered into the womb, or was born.” What the genuine fen- 
timents of Dr. Randolph, relating to the incarnation, are, we 
cannot certainly difcover ; but it is not improbable he is in the 
Sccinian{cheme ; between whichand REAL Athanafiani/m in this 

int, there is a near refemblance. Sothat, upon this plan, it fol- 
lows, that 2 mere human perfon, and not a divine perfon, was 
incarnate 2nd fuffered ; whereas the Nicene creed exprefly af- 
ferts, that the fame Lord Jefus Chrift, who was begotten of 
the fubftance of the father,—for us men, and for our falvation 
defcended, [from heaven] and was incarnate, and became man, 
and /uffered *.— 

‘ His other demonftration,’ fays he, ‘ I fhall leave himfelf 
¢toanfwer. That the pre-exiftent {pirit of the ages became 
¢ incarnate, and was made man ; and that the fame who tock 
‘human nature upon him, endured the crofs, and fuffered 
¢ death, are propofitions which may be found totidem verbis 
‘inthis Effay: and if this other propofition may be allowed, 
© which may be found as explicitly in the feriptures, as cited in 
* this fame Effay, that this logos was God, then it mu/ft follow, 
é 7 confequence, that God was made man, fuffered, and died, 
‘ fince otherwife it would have been the man ‘fefus, and not “fe- 
¢ fus the Meffiah, or Chrift, that /uffered for the fins of Men. If 
‘he pleafes to anfwer this demonftration, the fame anfwer 
¢ may ferve his own. For my part, I mutt freely fay, that 
‘ fuch kind of reafoning feems to me to deferve no other an- 
¢ fwer than contempt.’ By this evafive retreat, the Vindicator 
feems to have given up his caufe to the author of the E/ay, 
as far as the doctrine of {cripture and common fenfe are inte- 
refted in the debate; fince he hath left it undecided, whether 
he will adhere to the Socinian, or adopt the Cerinthian hy- 
pothefis. 

The Appendix to the Vindication, &¥c. is defigned for an an- 
fwer to what is advanced in the dedication to the E/ffay, with 
regard to the cafe of /ub/cription to articles, &c. The author 
of the Effay gave it as his opinion, that * an uniformity of 
* profeffion may indeed be both practicable and ufeful; and 
* feems, in fome degree, to be neceflary, not only for the pre- 
* fervation of peace, but alfo for the general good and wel- 
* fare of fociety: fince,’ as he goes on, ¢ I do not conceive 
© how any fociety or commonwealth can fubfift, unlefs fome 
* form of religion or other be eftablifhed'therein; as well 
¢ with regard to points of doétrine as difcipline ; which, how- 


° Lapyw error, warpwtencarre, raSovrce. Symbol. Niczn, apud Bulli 
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‘ ever, ought to be as plain, few, and fundamental as poffible, 
¢ And as no eftablifhed form of relic ion can fubfift, unlefs 
« that form be publicly made known, ‘and the sendliains there- 
‘ of are laid under fome obligation, either by fubfcription, of 
‘ otherwife, of complying with that form, and of not preach- 
‘ ing, or publicly teaching, any doctrine contrary thereto; 
¢ fo, I own, I donot fve any impropriety in the legiflative 
‘ power of any focicty infifting upon fuch a kind of fubfcrip- 
‘ tion, as is only required to be made for peace fake, and the 
© prefervation of the outward forms of fociety: fince a man 
¢ under thefe circumftances may, for prudential reafons, ho- 
© neftly fubfcribe and fubmit ro rue use of one ettablifhed 
‘ form, tho’ he, in his own private opinion, may think ano- 
‘ ther to be better; provided that he is not obli ged to fub- 
© icribe any thing finful, or fo diametrically oppofite to truth, 

« as that he cannot poflibly put any other conftruction upon it.’ 
In oppofition to thefe fentiments, the author of the Appendix 
intimates his fears, * that there has been too many, who have 
‘ believed neither our articles, nor our creeds, and yet for pru- 
“ dential reajons, (in this writer’s phrafe) or for filthy lucre’s 
. fake in the feripture language) have not icrupled to add 

‘ preterment to preferment, and fub{cription to fubfcription.’ 
And he agrees with Bifhop Conybeare, in * aflerting, that 
** every one who fubfcribes .. articles of religion, does there- 
“¢ by engage, not only not to difpute, or contradiét them ; but 
“ that his (ubf{cription amounts to an approbation of, and an 
‘¢ affent to the truth of the doctrine therein contained, in the 
“* very fenfe in which the compilers thereof are fuppofed to 
«© have underftood them.— That we ought to fubfcribe not in 
“© our own fenfe, but according to the meaning and inten- 
“* tion of the impofers: that is, not merely the compilers of 
“* the articles, but our ecclefiaftical governors in general.” If 
by our ecclefiaftical governors, he meant the bifhops of the 

church of England, our author hath recommended a fcheme 
which feems to render fub{criptions inconfiftent, contradic- 
tory, and impracticable ; as the opinions of many prelates, re- 
lating to the articles, have been fo repugnant and oppolite to 
one another. “Thus Dr. Fowler, bifhop of Gloucefter, in his 
Prepofitions, Fc. aflerted, that the father ae is the abfolutely 
perfect and independent being, and the firft original of all other 
beings; and that the fon and the holy fpirit are diftinét and 
dependent beings; and Dr. Chandler, bifhop of Durham, hath 
zealoufly maintained Dr. Clarke’s fcheme of the trinity and in- 
carnation, in his fermon before the king, from Fohm 1.14. on 


Dec. 25,1717. On the other hand, ifhops Stilling fleet and 
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Beveridge, to omit others, have as zealoufly efpoufed the re- 
verfe of thofe opinions. 

The author of the E//ay enquires, ‘ what is the duty of any 
« perfon to do, who is the protefied member of any eftablifhed 
‘church, if he fees, or imagines he fees, any errors, either in 
¢ the doétrine, or difcipline of the church ? T Oo this Dr. Ran- 
dolph replies, that * if the errors relate to things eflential, or if 
¢ all members of the church are required to give their FORMAL 
‘ ASSENT to them, in this cafe a feparation feems to be both 
¢ juftifiable and neceflary. And on this very principle we fe- 
‘ parated from the church of Rome.—But what if the errors 
‘are in things of importance? What if we are required to 
¢ {ubfcribe and affent tothem? If thefe are not JusT GROUNDS 
¢ of feparation, I fhould be glad to know how he would juitify 
¢ our feparation from the church of Rome.’ - 

As Dr. Randolph much applauds Dr. /Vaterland’s pieces on 
fubfcription: it may not be improper to obferve, that in the ma- 
nagement of that debate, the doctor was reduced to the ab- 
furdity of afferting, that the articles were fpecial and determi- 
nate azainft the opinions of Samuel Huber, and the Socinians ; 
yet itis evident, that Auber did not publifh his opinions till 
forty years after the articles were compiled; and it was more 
than twenty years after the publication of the articles, that So- 
cinus began to ftudy divinity. 

In what fenfe, or with what fpecial reftrictions, the articles 
ought to be fubfcribed, we do not prefume to decide, as per- 
fons of great eminence have embraced very different fentiments 
upon this fubject: but, we hope, we may, without offence, men- 
tion what hath been aflerted on this occafion. Some have de- 
clared, that the articles are to be fubfcribed as articles of reli- 
gion and divine truth, in their moft obvious, literal, and gram- 
matical fenfe. Others have pleaded, that they ought to be 
confidered only as articles of peace, in which men are bound 
to acquiefce without contradiction ; not as articles of faith, 
which they are obliged to believe ; for this fcheme, Dr. Wii- 
lams, bifhop of Chiche/fer, was a zealous advocate *. Others 
recommmend them as wife provilions for promoting the pub- 
lic intereft, and therefore ought to be fubfcribed in the fenfe 
which is moft conducive to that end; while fome imagine they 
deferve the higheit regard, as articles of preferment and profit, 
as eftablifhing an office of legal infurance for their property, 
and negotiating the affairs of their trade and commerce, ER~ 


RORS EXCEPTED. 
* Lite of Bifhop Burnet, pag. 74. a 
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ART. xiv. The Chronology and Hiftory of the World, from the 
creation to the year of Chrift 17533 tlluftrated in fifty-fix 
tables; of which four are introdu&ory and contain the centu- 
gies prior to the fir/t olympiad, and each of the remaining Sifty- 
two contain, in one expanded view, fifty years, or half a cen. 
tury. By the Rev. John Blair, L. Z. D. Folio. 2). 12s, 6d, 
bound. Dodfley, We. 


S the ufefulnefs of hiftory, that great miftrefs of wifdom, 
is univerfally acknowledged, that of chronology too 
muft needs be admitted: for we can form but very confufed 
notions of paft events, of the rife and fall of empires, and 
the eftablifhment of ftates, without fome fuch compyehenfion 
of the whole current of time, as may enable us to trace out 
diftinétly the dependence of events, and diftribute them into 
thofe periods and divittons, that fhall lay the whole chain of 
paft tranfactions in a juft and orderly manner before us. The 
ferics of time, indeed, according to its proper periods ; the 
interval of occurrences ; and the train and coincidence of 
events, muft be drawn together, as our learned author ob- 
ferves in his preface, into one body, to make what is properly 
called, the thread of hiftory ; without which, it is really no- 
thing more’ than a bundle ot detached fragments. 

‘To thew the neceffity of this branch of fctence, the doétor 
obferves farther, that the generality of readers acquire their 
hiftorical knowledge, by fuch unconnecied parcels, as they 
are feldom able clearly to put together. ‘ And of this, fays 
he, the following articles may ferve for an example, as they 
contain the fubftance of the antient Greeé and Roman hif- 
tory, before the birth of Chrift; and every one may judge 
for himielf, whether he has not perufed many of them, in 
the common method of reading, without any proper atten- 
tion to their chronological order. Such as, The begin- 
nings of antient Rome, and its regal government.—The 
hiftory of the elder Cyrus. —The expulfion of the Raman 
kings, and the firft eitablifhment of the confular govern- 
ment.— The Perfian invafion of Greece, under Darius, and 
under Xerxes. —The Pelsponnefian war.—The expedition 
of the younger Cyrus, and the retreat of the ten thoufand 
Grecks.—The expedition of Agefilaus.—The victories of 
Epaminondas.—The battles uf Philip of Macedon —The 
com@metts of Alexander—The quarrels of his fucceflors.— 
The rife of the Achzan leatue.—The two Punic wats.— 
The conqueft of Lacedemon, by the Macedonians and Acoa- 
© ans.— 
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< gns.— The conqueft of Macedon, by the Romans.—The de- 


. 
‘ 
‘ 


ftruction of Carthage.—The deftruction of Corinth—The 
Numantian war.—The Fugurthine war.—The Mithridatic 
war.— Lhe civil war, betwixt Martius and Sylla.— The Ca- 
tiline confpiracy.— The firit triumvirate.—T he civil war be- 
twixt Ce/ar and Pompey.— The fecond triumvirate.— Their 
war againit Brutus and Caffius.—The war betwixt Anthony 
and Auguffus. 

¢ Now all of thefe, tho’ they are curious in the detail, and 
Plutarch has given us moft of them with great beauty of 


‘ defcription, in the lives of his different heroes ; yet they 
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always appe: ary as if they were covered with a clot ud of dark- 
nefs, and make but an imperfect impreflion upon the me- 
mory, ti! tac lamp of hiftorical chronology has enlightened 
them. Fer it is that which fixes them in their proper or- 
der of fucccffion ; which fills up their different intervals, 
according to the feries of time; which gives the precife 
month and day of each tranfaction ; which accompanies 
them with other cotemporary circumftances ; and which 
connects them altogether, with the periods and eftablifhed 
fixa of chronology.’ 
After pointing out the abfurdities of fome authors of repu- 


tation, i in chron logical mat ately an " thewing briefly where; 


ence, our author proceeds t to lay heer us the following ac- 
count of his table 


. 
6 
6 
4 
+ 
6 
+ 
+ 
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‘ The tables, faye he, which are now publifhed, are not 
built upon any new fyitem of chronology ; for'this is a {ci- 
ence which of all others, admits the leaft of any innova- 
tions; tho’ it has not efcaped the fafhionable diftemper of 
the prefent age, which yilti iplies new theories and new 
opinions, upon every branch of learning. And indeed this 
fpirit of novelty, which is rather the childhood and {port of 
iMagination, than the maturity of judgment, has become 
a more defpotic tyrant, over the underftandings of men, 
than all the prejudices of education put toge’ her. For tho’ 
we may have jultly rejected many of the errors, or the follies 
of our forefathers, yet thefe can never juftify an attack upon 
the good fenfe, the learning, therelicion, or the experience 
of pat ages; which have, and which always will outlive, 
both the vifions of enthufiafm, and the perplexities of me- 
taphylics. 

© The antient chronology has been digefted in the tables, 
according to the Hebrew text, and agreeable to the fyftem 
of archbifhop Ufber ; tho’ it is proper to obferve, that we 
4 § don’t 
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don’t aflume the earlier dates of years, as if they could be 
demonitrated mathematically. For as we only prefer them, 
from their being more gencrally received than any other, 
amidft a vaft uncertainty of no lefs than three hundred dif. 
ferent opinions, about the exact year of the creation ; we 
therefore chufe to decline any controverfy upon points, where 
the data are fo few, and the range of hypothefis fo unlimit- 
ed ; where authors boaft of demonftrations, and yet give us 
nothing more than the play of a prolific imagination. And 
we may be the eafier fatisfied upon this head, if we confider, 
that neither religion, nor hiftory, are fundamentally con- 
cerned, in precifely fixing the times of fuch remote anti- 
quity. 
« But when we defcend into the fucceeding ages of the 
world, we hope the periods that have been adopted in the 
tables, and their collateral events, will be found in general 
to be built upon the beft authorities, without being fervilely 
copied from the fyftem of any one particular author. 
¢ Tt is unneceflary to give a detail of the errors and omif- 
fions of the other tables of chronology, by way of apology 
for what are now publifhed. For the complaint againft 
them is rather of a more general nature, that in them all, 
there is either a want of clearne{s and method in their plan; 
or a want of materials in their execution ; that they are feldom 
found applicable to the different books of hiftory, either antient 
or modern, which indecd ought to be their principal point of 
view ; and that they have rather wanted a commentary them- 
felves, than helped to illuftrate other authors. And of this 
there cannot be given a clearer evidence, than the practice 
of many hiftorians of reputation, who have found it ne- 
ceflary to add to their writings certain chronological excerpts, 
under the form of a table ; which, tho’ generally very im- 
perfect, are yet a plain proof of their fentiments with regard 
to the infufficiency of other tables of chronology.— 
¢ The tables of He/vicus, which were publifhed in 1629, 
are what approach the neareft to the plan of the prefent 
work, and have been generally preferred by men of learning 
to all the reft; becaufe they give a more united view of the 
collateral fucceffion of different kingdoms ; whereas the 
more modern tables of Talent, Mar/hal, Frefnoy, and thofe 
compofed by an anonymous author from Petavius, have all 
of them made one great and fundamental miftake. For 
their chief aim feems to have been pointed, to the contract- 
ing hiftory into as little room as they could, by which they 
have loft the true conneCtion and union of its parts, which 
; * can 
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¢ can never be preferved without expanding them, according 
‘to the feries of fingle years ; and we therefore venture to 
afirm, that:this principle is the moft eflential, in the tex- 
ture of a chronological table. For it is in chronology ag 
¢ jn mufic, where the harmony does not arife from any fingle 
‘note, or from any number of notes, but from their being 
‘ properly proportioned and tuned to each other ; where, with~ 
¢ out the exact difpofition of time and place, the true unifon 
‘ of concert is broken, and the beft mufic may become dif- 
‘ cord. 

¢ The improvements that are to be found in the prefent 
‘tables, and which are not contained in the plan of Helvicus, 
‘ may be reduced under different heads, 

‘ And firft, we have added to the zras of time, and to 
‘ the fucceffion of kings, the principal annals of univerfal hif- 
‘ tory. For thefe two firft will be found to be uninterefting 
and dry, unlefs accompanied with the great ftream of re- 
markable events. And the fixing of thefe events to the pre- 
cifion of months and days, wherever proper authorities could 
enable us, will be found to be a very confiderable improve- 
ment upon the original plan: for it opens to many other 
collateral circumftances, which ferve to imprefs them much 
deeper on the memory ; and it prevents that great perplexity 
of confounding time and place, which therefore renders a 
minutenefs in thefe articles of a much greater importance 
‘ than is generally obferved. 

© The column of fiate/men and warviors, is a thing hitherto 
‘ unattempted in any tables of chronology, and will be found 
‘to give confiderable light to the column of remarkable 
‘ events; becaufe they are the great actors in the public tranf- 
* actions of the world, and are therefore fo difpofed in the 
¢ —_ as to be eafily connected by the eye with thofe battles 
‘ ‘af revolutions, in which they were principally concerned. 
© Monf. le Prefident Henaut feems to have underf{tood the great 
© ufe of this column, as appears from his excellent chronolo- 
© gical abridgment of the hiftory of France, where, at the be- 
, , 
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ginning of every reign, he has given us a lift of fuch as 
were the moft eminent in that particular kingdom. 

© In the column of men of learning and genius, a3 well as 
in that of the {tatefmen and warriors, we have made one 
ufeful improvement ; and that is, the adding to each perfon, 
the year of bis death and his age. For by thefe we may de- 
termine the diftance and coincidence of a multitude of other 
circumftances ; and the more intimately converfant we are 
with any branch of hiftery or learning, we fhall be the 
* more 
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“ more fenfible of the ufefulnefs and importance of this ad. 
‘ dition,— 

‘ The engraving of the tables has likewife enabled us to 
render the whole more diftinét and ufeful than could have 
been done by common printing ; becaufe the fifty faint hair 
lines, which run acrofs every plate, contain each of them 
an united view of the ftate of the world for one year; and 
lead the eye, by a plain and clear direction, from any par- 
ticular event, to the year of the reign of the different kings 
of particular kingdoms ; and fo onwards, to the year of the 
particular eras corre(ponding to that event ; or by reverfe, 
from the year of the zra, and through the intermediate co- 
lumns to the oppofite page, where the particular event is re- 
giftered. 

¢ And this is indeed the true reafon, why the common 
manner of printing was thought to be lefs proper, and we 
have preferred that of engraving; which from its great ex- 
pence, made it neceflary to publifh by fubfcription ; a me- 
thod which on many other accounts we fhould moft will- 
ingly have declined.’ 

Thus much may fuffice to give our readers fome notion of 
the plan of this work; as to the merit of it, few that are ac- 
quainted with chronological fubjects will expec to find it free 
from errors: it is, however, as far as we may pretend to judge, 
by much the moft perfect and ufeful work of the kind that has 
hitherto appeared. We muft not forget to mention the neatnefs 
and elegance of the engravings, whichconfer an additional value 
upon it, and that the author intends to publifh fome chronoh- 
gical differtations, wherein he propofes to illuftrate the difputed 
points, to explain the prevailing fyftems of chronology, and 
to eftablifh the authorities upon which fome of the particular 
eras depend. R: 
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ArT. xLvI. An Ode to the Duke of Newcattle. By a Shepherd. 
4to. Is. 6d. Millan, &c. 


N odd fection, as we may term it, of the * conftcllations 
prefixed to this performance (which is intended as a 
compliment to his grace, on the cultivation and benefits of 
peace) pourtrays our fhepherd’s difpofition to deal among the 
ftars : and indeed his afcent, at the outfet, is fo rapid, that he 
-foars above our difcernment in the very firft ftanza. He rifes 
with all the found and impetuofity of a rocket; but quickly 
* As a head-piece to the firit page. 
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becomes lefs vifible, for want of the luminous track, which 
snarks the way of that artificial meteor. , 


The Dane repell’d ; the Roman war 
Cut through by fierce Bondwca’s car ; 
The legions fcatter’d by her de{p’rate wheels ; 
The trophies rais’d on the rough plain ; 
The rade hills cover’d with the mighty flain ; 
Write he, whofe lofty {pirit burns 
With glory’s flame! And, as he fings, 
Bern on its own triumphant wings, 

The hero painting, on himfelf returns, 
Defcribing what it feels ! 


We cannot, with any candour, doubt but the poet had fome 

extraordinary conception, that produced all thefe efforts, in his 
pwn bead; but if that, as Virgil fays of the head of Fame, be 
concealed among the clouds, the reader, who cannot difcover 
it, muft leave the writer, who can, to his own applaufe. 
__ As this ode in general confifts of no particular ftanza in the 
number of the lines, (fince they are of all fizes, from fours to 
fourteens and upwards) of no certain meafure in the number 
or quantity of fyllables in the lines; nor obferves any fettled 
refpondence or order in the rhymes, it is highly probable, tho’ 
the author has not titled it a Pindaric, he might intend it for 
what has been called fuch. But if he is, as he fays of himfelf, 
ftanza 30, a youth, who 


—— Not untaught fublimer things, 
Calls on the records of old time; 

Calls on the rolls of every clime, __ 
From all their ftores to fearch, &¥c. &ec. 


a moderate infpection of Pindar muft convince him, that poet 
is no precedent for fuch licentioufnefs in verfe; for his Strophe 
and Antiffrophe are always of the fame length, and of the fame 
numbers, throughout the fame ode: fometimes the epede too 
is of the fame extent, tho’ more frequently fhorter or longer ; 
and where there is any, it conftantly clofes the ode, as the 
Strophe begins it. And yet, from the different lengths of the 
Ftrophe and antiftrophe, compared with that of the epode, im 
different odes, and the different meafures of various lines in 
each, there is a confiderable variety of numbers in Pindar: 
tho’ the great uniformity and crder of them throughout each 
diftinét ode, makes us wonder at the liberty fome moderns take 
in calling their moft irregular and inharmonious productions 
after him. Horace may have contributed to this notion among 
perfons of fome erudition, by his numeri/que fertur lege folutis 
in his ode on the imitation of Pindar. And indeed, as the 
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‘Latins had but one diale€t, and very rarely altered the quan- 
tity or orthography of their words for the fake of verfe, in the 
ftructure of which they were much feverer than the Grecians, 
as Martial complains, Horace might intend that Pindar was, 
comparatively, tree, and fometimes even licentious, in his 
numbers. We muft acknowledge too, that with a meer Eng- 
ih reader, Cowley’s manner of tranilating fome parts of Pindar, 
and his compofing many odes of his own, which he termed 
Pindarics, in very irregular lines and {tanzas, (tho’ in general 
they will read with fome melody) might very naturally feem to 
authortfe this barbarifm amongft us. But we find the ingenious 
Mr. ef, who is intimately acquainted with Pindar, did not 
attempt to transfufe him into any fuch irregular meafures, 
And doubtlefs a true genius will be able to find a fufficient va- 
ricty of lyric numbers among our beft Engli/h poets ; or may 
take the liberty of inventing others, equaily harmonious, with- 
out facrificing that fweetnefs fo indifpenfable to exquifite poetry. 
Nee jaiis eff pub.bra efje poematu, duicia funto. Hor, 
Refides thefe, not unprecedented, irregularities in verfe, 
which this ode-writer himtelf calls wi/d and unadorned, he has 
take) fome freedoms with our language, that are ftill lefs 

venial, In the rsth ftanza, where he fays, 

To her lov’d fov’reign’s jult command, 
To Wittiram’s unrefitted hand, 
Fatal to her daring foes, Ge. 
He certainly intended a compliment to his royal highnefs; 
but unfortunately any wnreiffed hand might have been as fa- 
tal, if all the rebels, like the * adepts in the Scribleriad, had 
tamely ftretched out their throats to the fword: which, it 
mu(t be acknowledged, is one way of daring. ‘The proper 
Word irrefifiible would have made it both truth and fente, 
-and {till have left the line as mufical as fifty others in his ode. 
Thy praije, (i. e. the patron’s) which begins the fixteenth ftan- 
za, is governed by will /oow, the lait word of it, at the diftance 
of fourteen lines, inclufive. ‘The like, tho’ generally at fome- 
what fhorter intervals, occurs too habitually. ‘This affected 
tranfpofition of the natural order of our words, the genius of 
our language will not admit of fo conttantly, even in verfe. It 
feems to re(ult from an endeavour to write verfe by not writ- 
ing profe, on the principle of Monf. fourdaine’s mafter of 
languages; and an ingenious writer has been cenfured too 
juttly for the frequency of it in a profe tranflation of Tacitus. 
With a fuperficial reader, however, this mode of diction af- 
fuumcs an ait of poetry; nor is it diffieult to obferve, that our 
fhepherd, in his trequent tranfitions and afcents, had fome af- 
see Aeview Vol. V. p. 428, 
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;rations to the manner of Pindar, and would not be content 
to foar much beneath him. Thus, in remotely predicting the 
final apotheofis, or ftellification of the coronetj and indeed of 
its bard too, he fays of himfelf, ftanza 32, 


Whole foul will yet break at the mafe’s call, 
TY The foft * enchantrefs’ Jeacen bars ; 
And rous’d, de(pifing little things, 
Soar above the petident ball, 
Spread in the fpacious fky her airy wings, 
And reft among the ‘tlars. 


Where, as we cannot difpofe of this poet to more advantage, 
we fhall take leave of him, after obferving, that if he comes 
down again, he has much afperity and incorreétnefs to facri- 
fice, before he can expect an aufpicious vifit from the mufe he 
zealoufly folicits. The apotheofis itfelf is too ftale and trite a 
compliment (being the common tail-piece of every paftoral 
elegy) to a nobleman of literary tafte, and chancellor of an 
illuftrious feminary of erudition and fcience. We with, how- 
ever, it may be confidered as fome mitigation of thefe juift 
ftritures, to confefs as juftly, that we have read, upon the 
whole, poems fo confiderably worfe, as to afford no profpect 
of their writer's amendment. K 





MontTuiy CatAtocue for November, 1754. 
. BoTANICAL. 


1, Differtation on Botany. By Charles Alfton, M.D. the 
A king’s botanift in Scotland, fellow of the royal college 
of phyficians, and profeffor of materia medica and botany in 
the univerfity of Edinburgh, ‘Tranflated from the Latin, by 
aphyfician. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Dod. 

In this little piece the author has difplayed a large fund of 
botanical knowledge. But what we fuppo’e will be moft taken 
notice of, is his attempt to explode the docirine of the fexes 
of plants. He has endeavoured to prove, that the influence 
of the duft of the apices, is not neceflary to the foecundity of 
the feeds ; for that good and fertile feeds can be produced when 
the duft of the apices has no accefs to the /y/: or /ffigmata of 
plants that carry them. In order to fupport this opinion, after 
an{wering all the arguments brought in favour of the fexual 
icheme, particularly thofe of the celebrated Linneus, he ap- 
peals to experience ; which, he juftly objerves, is the only 

* Content. 
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method of determining this controverfy ; and he then gives yg 
the refult of feveral experiments made with that intention; by 
which it appears, that good and fertile feeds may be produced 
without being impregnated with the duft of the apices, The 
language of this tranflation is poor, and inaccurate, 


MATHEMATICAL. B, 


Il. The Theory of the Motion of the Apfides in general, and 
of the Apfides of the Moon's orbit in particular. Tranflated 
from the French of D. C. Walmefley. B. A. 8vo. ts. 64. Owen, 

This fmall but ingenious performance, contains feveral ufe. 
ful and curious geometrical demonftrations, of great ufe in 
perfecting the lanar theory ; and a full demonfttation of the 
fallacy of the objection lately made by J. Clairaut, to the 
wand’ principle of the Newtonian philofophy. The objedtion 
of that learned academician, has added a new luftte 6 Sir 
Ifaac’s theory ; as it induced the mathematicians to give it a 
patticular examination ; and we can vetiture to affert, that the 
more ftrictly Sir Z/aac’s principles are examined, the fhore 
readily they will be embraced. att 

II. The Navigator’s Companion: or Mariners compendious 
Packet-book, Containing every thing neceffary in thé art of 
a Sailing by mercator, middle latitude, and by the 
trueétgure of the earth. Variety of ufeful problems in aftro- 
nomy. Rules and examples to keep and correct a fea journal. 
A complete fet of tables adapted to the New Style, with their 
ufe and application, Gc. Gen Whitehaven: printed by W. 
Mafbeder *, and {old alfo by ¥. Clarke, London. 


_'. This treatife is intended as a remembrancer of what has 


been already learned at {choo], to which the navigator may 
have recourle when the method of folving any problem has 
flipped his memory ; and as fuch it will doubtlefs be of ufe. 
But as the logarithmic tables are omitted, it will alfo be ne- 
ceflary for hum to be provided with fome other author oni the 
fubject ; which, perhaps, might likewife anfwer all the pur- 
sa i of this compendium; there being nothing in it but what 
has been already publifhed by others. : 
IV. The Praétical Gager : or the Young Gager’s Affiftant. 
Containing thofe things which are actually praétifed, and ab- 
folutely necefflary to be known and underftood by every perfon 
that is employed as a gager, or officer in the revenue of excife. 
To which are added, all the necefiary tables for gaging and fix- 
ing the utenfils of victuallers, common brewers, and alfo for 


: It appears from the preface, that Mr. W’. Mafbeder is alfo tle 
author, 
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moneying,the feveral forts of goods, or for finding the amounts 
of the charges. The whole in a method entirely new ; in- 
tended chiefly for the help of pupils, and fuch young officers 
as have not been long employed in the excife. By William 
Symons, officer of excife. 3s. Nourfe. 

This treatife is wrote in a plain and intelligent manner, and 
contains all the rules neceflary in the practice of gaging. 

One of the greateft difficulties in gaging, confifts in deter- 
mining the form, or, as the gagers call it, the variety of the 
cafk. This difficulty Mr. Syanons has endeavoured to obviate, 
by finding a diameter in the middle between thofe of the head 
and bung, after themanner of Mr. Yeo, and others ; and this 
method is certainly lefs fubje€tto error, than the common one 
of guefling the form of the cafk. Mr, Overly attempted the 
fame thing by means of a fquare, which he applied to the 
chimes and bung of the.cafk ; which method is inferted in the 
laft edition of Leadbegter’s gaging, with an improvement of 
it by the help of ajplumb-line. All thefe methods are of ufe, 
and if oftener practifed, a great number of errors, now fre- 
quently committed in finding the contents of cafks, would be 
avoided. 

We have often wondered why authors who treat profefledly 
on gaging, fhould entirely neglect geometry in their works, and 
at the fame time think it requifite to treat of decimal. arith- 
metic. Can it be fuppofed that gaging, which intirely con- 
fifts in finding the contents of geometrical figures, can be un- 
derftood, without being previoully ikilled in the principles of 
geometry? Yet this is the cafe, not only with Mr. Symons, 
but with almoft every author who hath treated on the art of 


gaging, . 
V4 new and eafy Guide to the Use of the Globes. Con- 
taining, 1. A fhort and diftinét account of the four quarters 
of the world, with the diftance and fituation of the moft prin- 
cipal iflands and inland places. 2. A defcription of the globes, 
defcribing all the various figns and characters in geography and 
aftronomy, with the different latitudes. 3. The folution of 
feventy praétical problems applied to geography, aftronomy, 
navigation, {pherical triangles, dialling, &c. with their dif- 
ferent anfwers in various places.. To which are affixed, three 
wieful tables. 1. Shews the latitude and longitude of the moft 
principal places from the meridian of London. 2. Shews the 
fun’s place, def@nation, right afcenfion, time of rifing and 
fetting, beginning and ending in twilight one day in every 
month throughout the year. 3. Shews the latitude, longitude, 
nght afcenfionand declination of the moit eminent fixed ftars, 
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as they are placed on Senex’s globes. The whole attempted 
in familiar dialogues, and digefted in fo eafy a manner; that 
the moft inattentive reader wil! receive at once both pleafure 
and information. Recommended by feveral able mathemati- 
cians and others. By Daniel Fenning. 12mo. 2s. 6d. Hodges. 

The induftrious Mr. Fenning, to whofe merit in compofi- 
tions of this kind we have heretofore borne teftimony *, does 
not, in this new produ€tion, affume to himfelf the honour of hay- 
ing excelled others who have gone before him in the fame 
way ; his intention being only to draw his inftructions into fo 
narrow a compafs, as not to burthen the memory, and yet, 
at the fame time, to ‘ give a pleafant and fatisfactory account 
of what is both neceffary and ufeful to every common reader,’ 
And in the execution of this defign, we think he has not been 
altogether unfuccefsful. “as Gea 

VI. tit methodifed, for the ufe of young gentlemen 
and ladies. Containing a true account of the world, and of 
the prefent ftate of the feveral kingdoms and nations contained 
therein: together with the produce, commodities, manufac- 
tures, and forces of every country, and every thing worthy 
of notice all over the earth. ITlluftrated with a dictionary, 
explaining and defcribing the things fignified by the names of 
the productions of nature and art, mentioned in the defcription 
of the world; and making a compendium of natural hiftory, 
the knowledge whereof is one of the chief conftituent: parts 
of a liberal education. By Lewis Chambaud. 12mo0. 3s. Linde. 

Notwithftanding the great multiplicity of literary produc- 
tions, thofe who are employed in carrying on the important 
work of education, complain, and not without reafon, that 
proper elementary books are very much wanted. Every at- 
tempt therefore to lay down the principles of fcience ina clear 
and eafy manner, fuited to the capacities of youth, is highly 
laudable. Yet it is very obfervable, that not many fucceed 
in this attempt: and one reafon of it may be this, that 
few are duly fenfible of the difficulty of it; for it is not every 
one who perfectly underftands a branch of fcience, that can 
communicate his knowledge of it to young perfons in an eafy 
and familiar way. 

As to this performance, tho’ it is by no means the moff 
contemptible one we have feen of the kind, yet the queftions 
in it are not always naturally put, and there is fometimes 
wanting that plainnefs and perfpicuity which are fo very defi- 
rable in every work intended for the benefit of youth. R. 


* See the account of his Yeung fcchruif's Companion, Review, 
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VIL. The Rudiments of the Grecian Hiftory; from the firft 
eftablifhment of the ftates of Greece, to the overthrow of their 
liberties, in the days of Philip the Macedonian. In thirteen dia- 
logues. By the Rev. Fohn Gaft*, A.M. 8vo. 6s. Rivington. 

This appears to us to be no injudicious work. ‘The dia- 
logue is fupported in an a and natural way, and the author’s 
reflections are generally juft and pertinent. , 

VIII. An Introduction to the Englifh Language and Learning, 
In three parts.—Part I. A fpelling-book of arts and {ciences ; 
containing alphabets of all the words in the following fciences, 
viz. theology, ethics, grammar, rhetoric, logic, poetry, my- 
thology, phylofophy, geography, aftronomy, arithmetic, al- 
gebra, geometry, mathematics, mechanics, anatomy, phyfic, 
chemiftry, pharmacy, botany, jurifprudence, heraldry ; dif- 
pofed in a method entirely new; with the rules of true pro- 
nunciation and /pelling.—Part If. The rudiments of Engl 
grammar, with the rules of orthography, conftruction, em- 
phafis, and a juft elocution.—Part III. Leffons on all the 
above-mentioned fciences ; containing a particular defcription 
of each, by way of exercife or praxis, to enable the fcholar to 
read juftly and judicioufly on any fubject whatfotver. — With 
a preface, fhewing that nothing fhort of the method here 
taken can be fufficient for a plan of genuine Engli/h education. 
By Benjamin Martin. 12mo. 2s. Owen, 

Mr. Martin’s plan (which the prolixity of his title-page 
faves us the trouble of explaining) is executed in fuch a man- 
ner as promifes to be of real fervice, more efpecially to thofe 
whole literary attainments are limited to a knowledge of only 
their vernacular language. His cenfures upon the too com- 
mon method of employing the new or old teftament to ini- 
tiate children in reading, are juft, and exprefled with a becom- 
ing zeal for the honour of religion. N.B. The writing the 
firft fyllable of philofophy with a y in the title page, is pro- 
bably an error of the prefs; yet it looks particularly amifg in 
the front of a fpelling-book of fciences and arts. A 

IX. Enchiridion Syntaxeos Liliane conftriétius : or an Epitome 
of Lilly’s Syntax. In which many words, both nouns, verbs, 
&c. are collected from feveral claffic authors, and carefully 
placed, as notes againft each refpective rule, very proper to 
be exercifed in all grammar fchools, after the fcholar is fuf- 
ficiently —— in the declining of nouns and conjugating 
verbs. By Mr. 8. Chadwicke, late teacher of a grammar 
{chool for near fifty years at Chelfea. 8vo. 1s. Crowder and 

Woodgate. 
* Curate of St. John’s Dublin. 
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To this piece are prefixed two approbations, one by ‘the 
author himielf, the other by one Mr. Ker/ey; with the lattes 
we venture to agree, that, Nihil reperimus quo miniis idem in 
febolis grammaticalibus, proprio loco, minima cum moleftid_ ufur- 
pari potest. Gp 

X. The Greek Rudiments; tn which all the grammatical 
difficllties of that language are adapted to the capacities of 
children, after the plan of Mr. Ruddiman’s Latin rudiments, 
Rvo. 4s. Edinburgh: printed by Meflrs. Ruddimans, and 

fold alfo by Jnnys and Co. London, 

The dedication informs us, that igs author’s name is Fames 
Barcley, a gentleman of Scotland; who, in this performance, 
feems to have peculiarly intended the fervice of his own coun. 
try. It appears from our author’s preface, that it is not ufual 
there to initiate their youth into Greeg, “tll they are fent to 
the univerfities ; this he complains of, not unjuftly, as ‘an im- 
pediment to their attaining a competent acquaintance with 
that language ; and propofes to remedy it by the publication 
befcre us. But this defect does not fubiift with us, feeing, 
according to the cuftom of our fchools, as foon as the boy, 
who is deftined to a learned education, is tolerably verfed in 
Latin, he is introduced to a knowledge of Greed, in fuch a 
manner, that whtle he is making a proficiency in the latter, 
he is perfecting himfelf in the former. Neverthelefs, it is no 
more than juftice to Mr. Barclay, to admit, that his inftruc- 
tions are delivered with perfpicuity, and are eaiy to be come 


prehended ; nor can they fail being ufeful to all that are dee , 
firous of acquiring a familiarity with that learned language. XL 


XI. Les Avantures de Telémaque, Fils D’Uhffe; par feu 
Meffire Frangois de Salignac de la Mothe Fenelon, précepteur des 
Enfans de France, et deputs Archevéque de Cambrai, &%e. Nou- 
wélle édition revue et corrigée avec foin par Mr. Chambaud. 
I2mo. 3s. 6d. Rivington. 

We may recommend this edition of an author who has 
long and defervedly been received as a French claffic ; as well 
calculated to facilitate the pronunciation of a language that 
fafhion has made neceflary to be underftood, oy 

XII. 4 Guide to the Englifh Pronunciation and Orthography : 
in eafy verfe. By which all who can read may learn to ‘peak 
and write Englifh, as correctly as thofe who have had a liberal 
education. ‘Io which is added, an alphabetical collection 
(with the meaning), of one thoufand words nearly alike in 
found, but different in fenfe and fpelling. Alfo, an explana- 
tion of abbreviations, notes of reference, and other marks 
that often occus.in writing. By Samuel Hammond, mafter of 
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the bluecoat-fchool in Nottingham. Recommended by feveral 
eminent {choolmafters and other ingenious perfons. 12mo, 
13. Sold by 7. Field, at the wheatfheaf, the corner of Pater-. 
nyfler-row, Cheapfde; and by the author at Nottingham. 


MeEpIcaL and CHIRURGICAL. 


XII. Extraéts fro an old Treatife of Surgery; fhewing 
the fuccefsful application of fungous fubftances in Ropping 
violent ‘bleedings fo long ago as one hundred and fixty years an 
upwards. With the ingenious conjectures of Mr. Morand 
about the manner in which thefe fubftances a&. By HY. Ma/fon, 
f . Svo..6d. Bouquet. 

his piece feems principally, and fomewhat invidioufly, in- 
tended to depreciate Mr. Broffard’s merit, as the difcoverer of 
the ftyptic quality of the agaric ; thehint of which Mr. A@- 


fon fuppofes to have been taken from the old author from | 


whom he gives the extracts mentioned in the title ; wz. Felix 
Wurtz, a furgeon at Bafell in Germany, who wrote An £x- 
perimental treatife of furgery; ‘ tranflated from the 27th Ger- 
§ man edition into Englifh, in 1656.’ oO 
XIV. A Tranflation of the gth, 10th, and 11th volumes of 
the Commentaries upon the Aphorifms of Dr. Boerhaave, late 
profeflor of phyfic in the univerfity of Leyden, concerning 
the knowledge and cure of the feveral difeafes incident to hu- 
man bodies. By Gerard Van Swieten, M. D. principal phy- 
fician to the queen of Hlungary.—Vol. IX. Treating of pleu- 
rifies, inflammations of the diaphragm, inflammations of the 
liver, and the feveral kinds of the jaundice, inflammations of 
the ftomach, inflammations of the bowels, feveral kinds of 
the aphthe or thruth.—Vol. X. Treating of the nephrites or 


inflammation of the .kkidneys, the apoplexy, the catalepfy, a - 


caries, chronical difeafes, the pally, the epilepfy.—Vol. XI. 
Treating of the melancholy madnefs, the mania, or raving 
madnefs, the canine madnefs, the fcurvy, the cachexy, the 
empyema, or fuppuration in the cheft. 8vo. 6s. each. Knaptons. 

The merit of this work is fo well known, that.any account 
of it from us, efpecially fo long after the publication of the 
former eigiit volumes, will not be expected. 


XV. dbdeker: or the Art of preferving beauty. "Tranflated . 


from an Arabian manutcript. 12mo. 3s. Millar. 

We fuppofe this work to have had its origin not in Arabia, 
but in France. The author has found out a way, ingenious 
and entertaining enough, of delivering a feries of inftructions 
for the prefervation of female beauty, (by all the helps of 
paints, pomatums, lotions, &c, &,.) intermixed with the 
incidents 
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incidents of an amorous intercourfe between the phyfician, 
who is the mafter of all thefe rare {ecrets, and a young lady to 
whom he communicates them : the former of thefe perfons ig 
Abdeker (whofe name gives title to the book) an Arabian doc. 
tor, phyfician to Mahomet II. emperor of the Turks ; the lat- 
ter, Fatima, one of Mahomet’s fultanas, whofe adventures 
are terminated by the wonderful manner of her quitting the 
feraglio, and her marriage with her preceptor and deliverer 
the doctor. However, the hiftorical part of the work is b 
no means the principal; the adventures being only the vehicle 
or form, which the author has made choice of as the moft 
agreeable manner of teaching his art: and he doubtlefs judged 
right ; for he certainly makes thus a more decent, as well as 
a more engaging appearance, than he would have done under 
that of a mew collection of receipts for beautifying the skin, tak- 
ing away wrivkles, recovering a lofi +—* * * * * *, &e, 

A XVI. The Perfeé King, aneflay: in which true grandeur 
is illuftrated ; with the true means to acquire it. Made Eng- 
lif from the French. 12m0. 2s. Cooper. 

This anonymous performance appears, if we are not mif- 
taken in our conjecture, to have been written as a compliment 
to his late majefty, by fome fenfible foreigner; who, however, 
makes but an indifferent figure in this tranflation, whatever 
he might do in the original language wherein he delivered his 
work ; the orthographical and typographical miftakes being fo 
many, that wecan no otherwife account for them, than by 
fuppofing the book to have been printed abroad, by perfons 
not well acquainted with the Engi/htongue : and that this was 
really the cafe, we are under no doubt. For the reft we fhall 
only fay, that to thofe who have not read the many excellent 
treatifes on this fubject, which have been already publifhed in 
our own country, the prefent tract may afford fome fatisfac- 
tion. The author’s idea of a good king, is juft; and 
the maxims and rules he lays down tor the conduét of princes, 
are rightly calculated to make the great ones of the earth happy 
in themfelves, and a bleffing to their fubjects: but ’tis pity 
his inftructions are not cloathed in a more elegant drefs. 

XVII. The Britifh Legacy; or, Fountain of Knowledge. 8vo. 
as. fewed, Chandler. 

To whom the public is obliged for this Legacy, it is not 
given us to know; of what it chiefly confifts, we fhall inform 
the reader in as few words as poffible. In the firft place, the 


+ Among others, there is one prefcrip:ion which the author had 
the decency to wrap up in Latin; tho’ that is but a very thin co- 
yering. A 
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author giyes us a fyftem of horfemanfhip and farriery, in a 
dialogue between a horfe-doétor and a groom. Then comes 
the beft method of preventing chimnies from fmoaking, re- 
ceipts for making ketchup, cleaning filver-plate, and fire-eating, 
tic. ce. Sc. After thefe follow the arts of bringing finging~ 
birds to perfection, of breeding and dieting fighting cocks ; cu- 
tious method of ca/fing urine, and curling hair; inftructions 
for mounting fans, and making friar’s balfam, The cultiva- 
tion of the kitchen, fruit, and flower-garden brings up the 
year ;—but the book contains a vaft number of other curiofi- 
ties, which we have no inclination to enumerate: tho’, for 
ought we know to the contrary, they may be all mighty good 
things. 

XVIIL. The Travels of Mr, Drake Morris, merchant, in 
London. Containing his fufferings and diftrefles in feveral 
voyages at fea. _Written by himfelf. :2mo. 3s. Baldwin. 
A flimfy kind of imitation of Robinfon Crufoe. 

XIX. The Marriage-aé?. A novel. In which the ruin of 

female honour, the contempt of the clergy, the deftruétion of 
private and public liberty, with other fatal confequences, are 
confidered ; ina feries of interefting adventures, 12mo. 2 vol, 
6s. Hodges. 
_ A writer of fome parts, but more virulence, ftimulated by 
party prejudice againft the prefent adminiftration, as we are 
led to conclude from many paflages in his work, has here put 
together a number of improbable tales of young people ren- 
dered unhappy in their amours, or matrimonial engagements ; 
and the blame of all is contrived to be thrown upon the late 
act for the better preventing of clandeftine marriages: which, 
according to our author, is only calculated to produce all thofe 
terrible confequences he has enumerated in his title-page. In 
the heat of his zeal, our political novelift has treated the legi- 
flature with a freedom that has produced a warrant for taking 
‘him into cuftody, which was executed a few days after the 
appearance of his work. 

XX. A new tranflation of the Perfian Tales ; from an origi- 
nal verfion of the Indian comedies of A4ocles. Wherein care 
has been taken to expunge all thofe ufelefs repetitions, and 

trifling circumftances, with which the oriental writings are 
encumbered: fo that the ftories are rendered lefs tedious, and 
more inftructive, the whole being reduced into one {mall vo- 
lume. Defigned for the fervice and amufement of the Briti/h 
Ladies. By Edward Button, gent. 12mo. 3s. Owen. 

The utility of this book is fufficiently reprefented above ; 
aud, we think, without exaggeration. 

| XX], 
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XXI. Thoughts on Gallantry, Love, and Marriage. 8yo, 
6d. Dogfley. : 

A declamation againft libertinifm and debauchery ; and in 
praife of matrimony. This performance, like its price, is but 
a flight one. 

XXIL. A Voyage to the Tfland of Ceylon, on board a Dutch 
Indiaman, in the year 1747. Containing a fuccin& relation 
of the productions, trade, and inhabitants of that place: to- 

er with feme account of St. //e/ena, and the iflands vifited 
y the author, in confequence of the fhip’s diftreffes at fea. 
Written by a Dutch gentleman. 8vo. 6d. Bouguet. 

The public are already fufficiently acquainted with the con, 
tents of this piece, by its having been previoufly inferted in 
the Evening Advertifer, a paper much called for, on ac. 
count of its profefled oppofition to the principles.of the Lon- 
don Evening Poft. 

XXIII. The Trial of William Mitchel, /urgeon, for perjury. 
‘Tried at the fittings after Trenity term, 1754, in his majefty’s 
court of king’s-bench, Weffminjier. to. 1s. Baldwin. 

Some remarkable occurrences in the courfe of this trial, 
will fufficiently apologize for our taking more notice of it 
‘than we commonly afford to publications of this fort. The 
altercations between Mr. Lee on the one part, and Meff, 
Ranby and Hawkins on the other, concerning the abi- 
lities of the former, as to the cure of ruptures, has occafioned 
fome appeals to the public*, Mr. Zee brought his action 
againft Mr. Ranby for defamatory words fpoken againft 
him the faid Lee; particularly, that at a Greenwich-board 
Mr. Ranby had called him an /mpoffor. This caufe was, 
in Hillary term, ‘fan. 23, 17533; when it was mutually 
agreed, * that the action fhould be entirely put an end to by 
© withdrawing a juror from the pannel, and by arule of court, 
© ordering, that the matters in queftion in that caufe, between 
« the two parties, fhould ceafe, and the plaintiff fhould trouble 
© the defendant no more in refpect thereof.”—Some time after- 
words, another action was brought by Mr. Lee againtt Mr. 
Ranby, for words faid to be fpoken after the above-mentioned 
23d of ‘fanuary, upon which action a verdict was found for, 
and one hundred pounds damages given to, the plaintiff. Mr. 
Mitchel, a furgeon belonging to the horfe-guards, was examin- 
ed on this latter trial in favour of Mr. Lee, and fwore pofi- 
tively to certain defamatory words fpoken by Mr. Ranby, par- 


ticularly that at a Greenwich-board held on the 26th day of 


* See Review, vol. IX. p. 147. vol. X. p. 149—310. 


4 ja- 














22 





’. 





eco fF SVe 


S 


— eee we ore © CO =. 








For NOVEMBER, 1754. 307 


anuary, he called the faid Lee an impoftor.—Mr. Mitehel’s 
ieftimony upon this occafion gave rife to the indictment againft 
him for perjury, and it appears to have been very clearly prov- 
ed, that there was no Greenwich-board held that day, and that 
Mr. Ranby had been confined: to his bed, or his chamber, 
from the third of Fanuary to the middle of February; confe- 
quently, that he could not have uttered thofe words at the 
time and place fworn to. It was alfo evident, that the words 
alluded to, if ufed at any time, could have been fpoke only 
on the 22d of December preceding, and that the firft aétion 
was partly founded on the fame; therefore, that Mr. Ranby 
ought not to have been troubled a fecond time on that ac- 
count.—However, in confideration of Mr. Afitchel’s univerfal 
good charaéter, upon his making an acknowledgment of his 

ing miftaken, and that he did not intend any injury to Mr. 
Ranby thereby ; alfo that the latter fhould declare his belief 
that no injury was defigned by the former, it was agreed, that 
Mr. Mitchel fhould be acquitted. The lord chief juftice, not 
lefs genteely than candidly, reproved this gentleman for his 
precipitance in fwearing. 

Without intending the leaft reflection on Mr. Aitchel’s 
integrity, whofe friendfhip, in this particulary a feems for 
once to have got the better of his prudence, we eannot help 
lamenting the levity with which oaths are too frequently taken: 
it is to be feared, all men do not fufficiently reflect, that 


An oath is a recognizance to heaven, 

Binding us over in the courts above 

To plead to the ind tment of our crimes, 

That thofe who ‘fcape this world fhould fuffer there. 
Southern’s Oroonoke. 


Is not therefore the utmoft precifion and circumfpection né& 
iene? as well in taking as adminiftring an oath; by which 
(confidered only in a temporal view) the properties, liberties, 
and even lives of our fellow-creatures, may in a moment be 
injured or deftroyed? And it is a truth, tho’ a melancholy 
one, that an inconfiderate oath may do us much mifchief as a 
wilful and corrupt perjury. oS. t- 
XXIV. The Univerfal Traveller; or, A Defcription of the 
feveral foreign Nations of the World. Shewing, 1. The fitua- 
tion, boundaries, and face of the refpective countries. 2. Num- 
ber of provinces and chief towns in each. 3. The genius, 
temper, and habits of the feveral people. 4. Their religion, 
government, and forces, by fea and land. 5. Their traffic, 
produce of their foil, animals, and minerals. 6. An abftraét 
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of the hiftory of each nation, brought down to ‘the prefej¢ 
time. By Mr. Salmon, author of the New Geographical 
Grammar. Folio, 2 vols. 3l. in fheets, Baldwin. 

This work has been publifhed in weekly numbers, at 6d. 
each, is now finifhed in 121 numbers, eee with. 226 
maps and copper plates ; reprefenting the habits of the people, 
me of sane sitnabs fce.—Mr. Salmons character for ng 
ductions of this nature, is fo well known, that it would be al- 
together a work of fupererogation in us to fay any thing on 
that head. 

XXV. 4 Propofal or Plan for an Aé& of Parliament for 
the better paving, cleanfing and lighting the ftreets, courts, 
lanes, alleys, and other open paflages, as well within the fe- 
veral parifhes of the city and liberty of Weftminfler, as of St. 
Mary le Bone, St. Giles in the fields, St. George the martyr, 
St. George, Bloomfbury ; that part of the parifh of St. Andrew, 
Holborn, which lies in the county of Middlefex ; the feveral 
liberties of the Rolls and Savoy in the faid county, and that 
part of the dutchy of Lancafter, which lies in the fame county, 
and for other purpofes therein mentioned: By ‘Fobn Spranger, 
of Covent Garden. 6d. Baker. 

XXVI. The Trial of Richard Hathaway, upon an infor. 
mation for being a cheat and impoftor, for endeavouring to 
take away the life of Sarah Morduck, for being a witch, at 
Surry afiizes, begun and held in the borough of Southwars; 
March the 24th, 1702. In which is difcovered the malicious 
defigns of the faid impoftor, with an account of his pretended 
inchantments and witchcraft. Before the right honourable the 
Jord chief juftice Holt and Mr. baron Hatfol To which is 
added, a fhort account of the trial of Richard Hathaway; 
Thomas Wellynand Elizabeth his wife, and Elizabeth Willoughby, 
wife of Walter Willoughby upon an information for a riot and 
aflault upon Sarah Morduck, the pretended witch, at the faid 
afizes. 12mo. Is. Griffiths. 

This extraordinary trial, &c. is reprinted from an edition 
publifhed at the time when Hathaway's impofture was de- 
tected; and, if we miftake not, it is alfo printed at large, in 
the State Trials. It feems to be now re-publifhed as a kind of 
parallel to the late affair for which Elizabeth Canning received 
fentence of tranfportation. 
PoETICAL. 

XXVIT. The Italian Hufband; or the Viclated Bed avenged. 
A moral drama. By Edward Lewis, M. A. 8vo. 1s. Cooper. 

A very tragical ftory, told in very tragical verfe. ‘The fo!- 
lowing fhort fpecimen is taken from the author’s enumeration 
of the difmal portents that preceded the cataftrophe. 
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You know his lordthip’s bailiff, Giovanni, 

Lives in a farm near to his caltle-gate. 

Whilft he at dinner fate, a favourite hen 

Came cackling, and at’s feet laid a live chick, 
Perfeét with wings and claws, with eyes and voice, 
Which ran without delay after its mother. 

But lo! a greater wonder» 





For which the curious reader is referred to Mr. Lewis's 
pamphlet. 

XVIII. Verfes to the memory of the late Sir Theodore Jan{- 
fen, bart. father to the right hon. Stephen Theodore “fanjfen, 
efq; the prefent lord mayor. With motes, wherein is given a 
fhort hiftorical account of him and his family. Folio, 6d. 
Robinfon. 

From the notes it appears, that, in the reigns of King Wil- 
kam II. Queen Anne, and King George I. Sir Theodore was 
accounted one of the moft able merchants in Europe; and what 
is highly to his honour, and much endeared him to the Briti/h. 
nation, was his ftrenuoufly oppofing the bill for opening the 
trade with France, 1713. Of which affair, and fome other 
particulars of Sir Theodore’s hiftory, mention was made in our 
Review for April laft, p.279. ‘This gentleman lived to be 
near 100 years of age, and died Sept. 22.1748. The anno- 
tator on the veries now publifhed in commemoration of Sir 
Theodore’s many virtues, has added a panegyric on his fon, the 
prefent lord mayor of London, of which Mr. Fanffen is every 
way wofthy. 

XIX. The fourth Grace. Folio, 6d. Crowder, and 
Company. 

A compliment to the countefs of Coventry: the poetry not 
fo beautiful as the fubject; for example, 


She oft has made me pipe faft heretofore ; 
Now will I fafter pipe, and more and more. 


And, alas, how can it be prevented! except the piper fhould 
difcover, that he is like to pay himfelf for fuch lays as no one 
elfe can poffibly dance to? Butif he will be obftinate like Hod- 
in the farce, who declares he wuill dance, and does ftrangely ; 
and fhould perfevere, by piping the celebrated fifter of his fair 
patronefs into a fifth GRACE (which, indeed, is partly done 
to his hand already *) we beg he will mend his pipe a little; 
or, perbaps, on fettling the prefent account, his bookfeller may 
prefent him a whi/fle tor his next eflay. K. 


« By his grace the duke of Hamilten. 
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PoLITICAL and CoMMERCIAL. 


XXX. An Effay towards a method of {peedily manning a feet 
upon any fudden emergency. 8vo. 13. Sandby. 

The author’s fcheme is, to keep a conftant regifter of ten or 
twelve thoufand able-bodied feamen, fuch only as fhall volun. 
tarily enter their names for that purpofe ; who fhall be obliged 
to fubmit-to certain regulations and reftri€tions, whereb they 
may be fpeedily collected on any emergency: in confidera- 
tion of which it is propofed, that each man be allowed «J, a 
year, or 2s. a week.—The methods prefcribed for raj ing a 
fund fufficient to defray the expence of thefe regiftered men, 
are, 1ft. An application to this purpofe of an eighth of the 
bounty upon exported corn.— 2dly. A triennial lottery, to be called 
the feamens. lottery.—3dly. The fuppreffing of franks.—athly 
and sthly, A tax upon dogs and aoe ) 

However well meant, however plaufible thefe propofals ma 
appear in {peculation, there are obvious difficulties that o 
their being foon carried into execution: we refer thofe wh 
are defirous of further particulars to the pamphlet itfelf. CY 

XXXI. Some Thoughts relating to trade in general, and to the 
Eaft Indies in *atlgsrywat 8vo. 6d. Baldwin. 

This pamphlet is intended to vindicate the exportation of 
bullion to the Ea/ Indies *, but as the author’s reafonings are 
merely hypothetical, and unfupported by any pofitive facts, or 
modern calculations, we refer thofe whom it may concern to 
the performance itfelf. ) rf 

ConTROVERSIAL, 

XXXII. An Appeal to the Public; or, A Review of th: Con- 
dué of Dr. Aa—gt—n towards Dr. Piggot. 8vo. 1s. Baldwin 

Dr. P here gives the hiftory of his late conne(fion and 
fubfequent difference, with Dr. 4 ; whom he accufes 
of a very fcandalous breach of friendfhip in relation to Dr. 
P ’s fettlement at Reading, and to his praétice, as a phy- 
fician, in that town. Our readers may remember a’ former 
charge of malevolence brought againft this gentleman by anio- 
ther complainant. See Dr. Ru/fel’s letter to Dr. Addingtons 
Review, vol. I. p. 276. We do not recolleé that Dr. 4 
ever produced any thing in his own defence, with refpect to 














the former occafion ; and we with he may be able to wipe off 


the imputation that muft remain upon his moral charaéter, if 
the facts now fimply related by Dr. P are not difproved.. 





* See Review, vol. X. p, 369, upon the fame fubject. 
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